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Wherein is briefly proved, that ſome. profeſs themſelves. to 
be Calvyiniſts when they are nothing but Arminians; and 
would fain be taken ſor Goſpel-Miniſters, and Free-grace 2 
205 Preachers, while their, Miniſtey.abounds with Free Will, Hu- 
man Merit, Kc. Who; under the ſpecious Appearance f 

preaching n Creature. Holineſs and Riphteouſuek, as the Con- 
ditions 0F Life, do ſap and undermine the Foundation of hg 
Church of God, and ſubvert the only Method of Salvation b 
unconditional Grace, to the gn of God the Caring 
5 and Holy Ghoſt. 
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Have peruſed your Sermon, i] : 
livered at Bridport, Dorſet, May the 16, 1792, al 
the Weſtern Calviniſtic Aſſociation, on The nas 
F ture and neceſſity, the New Creature; which WM 
| 8 was the more inclined to do, as it came into the 
h VvVorld under the ſanction and patronage of ſo pro- 
| feſſedly learned, and religious body of Divines, asf 
þ that of the Weſtern Calviniſtie Aﬀociation, and 
7 publiſhed at their requeſt — after I had read it with 
attention, and examined it with care, to ſee how 
agreed with the Word and Teſtimony of God (a 
I ſoon found it- to be an inconſiſtent, — co" 
affair, —Inconſiſtent, as it abounded wih many pal 
pable ſelf. contradictions. Page 11, prop. g, l. g, com 1} | 
| pared with p. 3g, l. 7,—and unscriptural, as 1% 
maintains and holds forth ſuch corrupt principles ag 
: * -those of F rec Will i in man, p. 333 Univerſal Re- ; 


3 


, 2 THE 1 DETECTED? 
= b ee EIT | 
—_— p. 393 Offers to grace, p - 30; Juftificati- 5 
wn by Works, pP. 5, 7, 21; Uneffectual grace, &c. 
. 41; which is contrary to that evangelical ſyſtem 
Jof divine truth revealed in the Scriptures; ; and that 
ure foundation which God hath laid in Sion, even 
4 EEbriſt Jeſus who is the Author (5), Maintainer (c), 
and Finiſher of his peoples faith (d); and as ſuch, 
fought to be oppoſed and rejected-by all who are the 
real friends, and lovers of the truth as it is in Jeſus; | 
which, God willing, 1 hope to be enabled plainiy 
Fand faithfully to discover in the following pages; 
Wand as far el poffible, to prevent any miſunder- 
ſanding taki ng phate, I mall here ſtate à few of the 
| Ruridaon proc les, both of the Calviniſts and 
Arminians, which Both parties are juſtly deno- 
Emhinated, and Utinguiſhed f from each Other to this 
| FL Mens 3 
= gs maintained, 
| „That Predeſtination and 8 are 
= to the preſcience of good or evil works, and 
| | depend 


(b) Jeln % X. 27s 28. (c) Heb. + X11, 2. e er. i 8 


* Although the degeneracy of the times in which we 
live, and on account of the blindneſs of the teachers of 
the preſent day, things are quite altered; for calviniſm, as 


ſated above, is by the generalfty of our modern daubers 
called Ax TI NOMIAN ISM; and thoſe who believe it, by way 
of reproach, are. termed Antinomians, perſons who hold L 
E centions principles, &c. Words i in the Mouth almoſt of - 
every ſchool-boy who has been at an academy to be ka, 5 
pay 2 : 


3 hfied for the Ny Tm as for He old arminian 


my", 


| Jepend merely upon the will ef God; without a" 
hn mn to the hs. or works of mankind.” 
-Sndly. That Cheiſt died for a particular umdell 
of perſons. 22377 
| y. That uſtification is by the imputed ene 
5 ate of Chriſt alone, without Works. KU 
Athly. That we fell in Adam, and received a cord 
t and ſinning nature. | | 
zthly. That we have no paul free Wil, of 
Power of our own to turn to God, or do good, 


This is what 1 is called Calviniſm, 


= * e 
8 1 
"XY 4 
Thi | 
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that they now Mile goſpel, free 8550 calviniſm; 10 themd 
ſelves calviniſtic miniſters, &c. and thoſe who believe | its 
and contribute to the ſupport of ſuch a miniſtry, are deem 
ed a charitable, candid, moderate, pious, and good-meang 
ing people; thus matters are turned about: And I verily 
believe, that it was. ſome arminian prieſt or other that fir 
chriſtened, or named the calviniſtic doctrines -antinomianiſm 
| becauſe they favour fo much of free grace, and cut off alli 
degrees of boaſting from man, or in man; and give 
glory entirely to God. Beſides, they ate frequently calling 
thoſe who differ from them, particularly on the free gr 
ſide, by that name, i. e. Antinomians; though they them. 
ſelves don't properly know what antinomianiſm is, nor 'whol 
the: perfons are — do really profeſs to be ſuch; but it 
a cant word, promiſcuouſſy uſed by the advocates ny | 
will, in order to bring into diſeſteem, and if poſſible, 
blacken in the eyes of others, the perſons and c race l 
thoſe who are the friends of truth. If the arminians *& 
old | have called the maſter of "the t Beelxebub, ha 
more Hall they call them of his houſehold? Fear this \wit b 
for there is nothin ph: that fall not be revealed 7 


1 4 2 e "hid, that Gall not- 8 Matt, 2 X. 25, 26. 
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| on; and maintain, . 

ift. A Conditional Election and ep ; 

Wihe one upon ſome foreſeen qualification, or condi- 

| Von, found in man, as holineſs, faith, or e : 
che other upon fin, unbelief, and impenitency. | 

;2ndly. They aſſert that Chriſt died for every in- 


han for them that are ſaved. - 
- gdly.: That the death of Chriſt is conditional, it 


Peng ſuſpended upon ſome qualification in man to 


wake it effectual; i. e. although Chriſt has died 


avail to him. 

Athly. That Juſtification i is partly by Christ, and 
* tly by works, as faith, cc. 

5 hy. That man bath a natural power, or free 
ill, to turn to God, and do good, if he vill; and 
his! is what is called Arminianiſm, or Free Will. 


No by this we ſhall ſee who are real Calviniſts, 
31 who are not; and how undeſerving Mr. 
BLATCHFORD'S Sermon i is of the calyimBict name.— 
Fro proceed: 


vas preached with a ſincere deſire of promoting 
the ſacred cauſe of religion,” p. 4; but what reli- 
ion is meant, the advertiſement does not Fever 

o perhaps, ſome will ſay, Is it not the calviniſtic 
religion? ſeeing the name is placed in the title - page. 


* anſwer, No; for the term Calviniſtic no more 1 
8 proves. 8 


Eo | 105th DETECTED: — 


| The 3 deny Predeſtination and Repro- ; 


Kividual of mankind ; for them hat | apr no leſs 


Wor a man, yet if he don't ele it will be of no 


We are told, That the e Sermon 
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given to the Por x of Rome, prove him to be Peters 
ucceſſor, the head of the church; or  key-keepen 


New Creature ; and publiſhed a at the requeſt of theft 
Miniſters, Sc. 3 


a ſinner's Juſtification in the fight of God, as heli 


high God, © you are not, you will not be, xzs>zcl 
«TED according to circumciſion or uncircumettion, 
but according to the new creature.” p. 6, 7. 


© nes,” p. 20; his © wedding garment, which wing 
render him acceptable in the ſight of Guy * x p. 


for a natural power or freedom of will in every 


man to do good, as Mr. BLATCKFORD has? 
$95,” 
* + 
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profes that the «leading Tete or bnd 1 
© principles of Jon Cal vix are promoted, maing 
tained, or held forth therein, or that it was preachg 
ed to an aſſociation of calviniſtic divines, than thafl 
all the pretended holy, fictitious, and empty titled 


Z 


of the kingdom of heaven; and thoſe who are well 


acquainted with the writings of that venerable refocg 
mer, muſt know this to be an undeniable truth, that 


he never taught, or publiſhed any ſuch doctrine of 
doftrines as 1s the ſubject-matter of Mr. BL aTOMts 


FORD'S Sermon on the nature and neceſſity of l 


When or where, Sirs, did ever Joann Cary 
make the New Creature the ground and matter of 


does? In the cauſe of Juſtification before the moſſ 


When or where did ever Joun CaLvin call: the | 
New Creature the finner's © Pure robe of righteous 


21, 38. 764% 
When or where did ever lonx CVI mas 
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= And there certainly is a power in man, either te 
or concur with the ſtrivings of God's Spirit 
| upon his heart. p. Fe 05 . 
Point it out, Sirs, and make your claim ox title 
good ; for unleſs you can fairly prove that CALEvIx 
Wpreached, publiſhed, or contended for ſuch doctrines 
Was theſe are; or the leading ſentiments of Mr. 
EBL.aTcaroRD's.Jermon, you bave no right to put 
his name to it; and it is an unwarrantable ſtep, for 
WE perſons of ſuch a ſingular profeſſion as you are, 
wos to diſſemble (e), by putting a man's name to a 
piece of popiſh Free will (f), who in his life time was 
och an able and ſucceſsful oppoſer of it. Preach 
we leading ſentiments or doctrines of Carvin, and 
W then make uſe of his name; but not arminian Free 
will, - univerſal - grace, | juſtification by works, in 
hole or part, Kg. and call them © The dottrings 
of Jesus Chriſt,” p. 6. Calviniſtic, as is done in 
ing the: name on the forehead of Mr, BTAreg- 
esd's New Creature, to make people think, who 
W know no better, that it is real calviniſm; or in the 
sour, ſupport, and recommendation of the doe- 
Lines of Jeſus Chriſt; when in faſt, it is neither 
| more nor leſs than the old popiſh tune over again, 
© Do this, and live. Whe/o (ſays Salomon) boaſteth lum- 
e « falſe gift, is like clouds and wind without 


rain (g). : 2 
, . SIE : 2 N 4 * 
Jes ſtill the advertiſement reminds us, that it was 


18 Gal. „ (% See REA DB ER on the Revela- 3 
| WE. Page 62. 4 * Prov. xxv. 14 1 ; 
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done 4 with a fincere deſire of promoting: we 
* cauſe of religion, p. 4. But what that ſacred cauſe] 
of religion is, even Mr. BLIATCRToRD himſelil 
leaves us totally in the dark about it; and altho' youll 
ſpeak, Sir, of the preſumptuous and fatal effects 
* which have ariſen from being of different parties 
* and opinions in religion,” p. 5, yet you have taken 
great care, not to let us know what that fatal religi 
on is, or what thoſe preſumptive opinions might beg 
that are ſo prevalent amongſt us; who or where the 
perſons are, to what ſect or party they belong who} 
are fo fatally and preſumptuouſly deceived; you 
have not had ſo much honeſty, or faithfulneſs, in 
all your preachment, as to tell us. 3 
Strange! very ſtrange indeed, Sir, that you ſhould | 
come ſo far as from Topſham, in Devonthire, 0 
Bridport, in Dorſetſhire, with ſuch a“ ſincere de- 
fire, of promoting the ſacred cauſe of Religion,” 
and not to nominate what religion in particular 168 
was you came ſo far to promote, in giving us-toj 
| know amidſt thoſe differences you mention, p. 5 
what party was right, and moſt agreeable to Serip- 
ture; and which was wrong: what thoſe fundamen- 
tal doctrines or principles are, that we ſhould're- 
ceive as the truths of God; and what thoſe errone- 
ous, ſoul-deceiving, and God- diſhonouring opini- 
ons were, that we ſhould oppoſe, reje& and avoid 
aàs dangerous; ſeeing it is an affair of ſuch vaſt im- 
+... portance, as © has probably proved fatal to many 
; 1 * p. 5 FE” 4 as a Pretenden $6 ww” 
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dor from on high, and a ſupporter and recommen- 
eder of the doctrines of ſeſus Chriſt,” p. 6, you ought 
with all plainneſs of ſpeech to have told us, without 
any equivocation, what were your own religious 
ſentiments or opinions if you had any worthy of 
WW nouce; and what particular ſect or party you 
= ſided with, p. 5; whether the ſocinians &, ari- 
ans, arminians, or all three of them; and not to 
have left the principal part of your auditory ſo much 
in the dark as you have done, not only in this, but 
in many other reſpetts, in your ſuperficial diſcourſe 
on che nature and neceſſity of your luppoſed new 
= * Creature.” p. 7. prop, 1. | 
But, Sir, this only ſerves to detect and prove the 
falſeneſs, of your aſſumed commiſſion from on high, 
p. 6, and the deluſive nature of your affected ſin- 
* cerity, *p. 4; for had Chriſt been your maſter, 
be would not have ſent you ſo many miles on ſuch 
= 2 ſleeveleſs errand; and had he really given you a 
commiſſion to preach the everlaſting goſpel, he 


| would not have prompted You to broach falſe doc- 
| trines, 


t is ſomething remarkable, that this pretended. calvin- 
ijſtic divine, ſhortly before his preaching this arminian ſer- 
mon to the piofeſſional Weſtern Calviniſtic Aſſociation, did 
at Exeter alſo, deliver a diſcourſe with as great applauſe, 
and acceptance, as at Bridport, at the Yearly Meeting of 
Arians, and Socinians, or the generation of thoſe who are 
wiſe in their own conceit, and ſtile the immortal doctrine 
of the Goſpel, Abſtruſe myſteries, diſputable points, and 
s inconſiſtent with reaſon ” Ke. So Mr. Brartcn- * 
ronb ſeems to have the knack of pleaſing his motley cuſ- 
tomers from many others of his . or prieſtiy pro- 
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trines, contrary to that commiſſion, by exalting fal- L l 
len man, in making him his own ſaviour, p. 332 
38, and in undervaluing and debaſing him and his 


great ſalvation, as you. have done p. 39; and had 


that ſincerity you place ſo much confidence in, p. 4. 


been of God, it would have been a means of pre- 


ſerving you from walking in craftineſs, or handling 
the Word of God deceitfully (). However you 
might have leſt many in the dark as to the name of 
it, or what title it is moſt deſerving of, yet, Sir, 
your New Creature plainly declares itſelf to be, a 
compleatly ſelf-righteous phariſee (i); and the title 
which that religion juſty deſerves that you came 
with ſuch a ſincere deſire of promoting, is The ſa- 
cred cauſe of the religion of the Arminians or Free- 
Willers of every denomination, whatever their pro- 
feſſion might be, and not the calviniſtic religion; 
for there are many amongſt the different ſetts- of 
diſſenters, as well as thoſe of the clergy, who pro- 
feſs one thing, and preach another; who would fain 
be taken for Calviniſts, when they are nothing but 
Arminians; for goſpel miniſters, and free-grace 
preachers, when in heart they are nothing but free 
willers, fitting in Moſes's ſeat, binding heavy bur- 
dens, and grievous to be borne; in telling poor loſt 
helpleſs finners, to ſave themſelves, and by their 
doings to ſecure the friendſhip of God, p. 5; 
and this is laying their burthens on men's ſhoulders; : 
but they themſelves will not move them with one of 
. their 
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their fingers; miniſters of the letter, and not of 
the ſpirit (4), and this I take (i. e. a ſomething like 
eangelical profeſſion, joined with a legal ſtrain of 
Wpreaching, ) to be the hackney-road, or bye-path 

Wwherein many a time-ſerving candid. man walks 
Wundiſcovered/in the preſent world “: So ſays Solo- 
Von, There is a Way which ſeemeth right. unto: a 
an, but the end thereof are the ways of death (I). 

And no doubt, Sir, but it ſeemed right and fit, p. 
21, to you, in ſaying what you have, concerning 
the nature and: neceſſity of your ſuppoſed new- crea- 
ted image, p. 38, altho' the end thereof are the 
= Hear ye, therefore, the word of the Lord, ye ſelf- 

W righteous (mn), ye arminian free-willers, that except. 

our riguteouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of the - 
= cries and phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into 


ren * * 


r 


ie kingdom of heaven (n). rats 
= Now reſpecting what you have ſaid, © on the na- 
We: 261 e ee nn 


(4) 2 Cor. iii. 6. 


For the generality of mankind judge moſtly by outward 
. and therefore they look more to the preacher's 

reſs, learning, and profeſſion, than they do to the ſubject- 
matter of his miniſtry, or the doctrine he delivers, to ſee 
whether it is agreeable to the mind of God in his Word, 
or. not, and ſo are deceived. Hence it is that the differ. 
ent preachers amongſt the ſocinians, - arians, arminians, &c. 
all paſs without exception for chriſtian miniſters, goſpel 
# preachers, miniſters of Chriſt, &c. and xo marvel; 2 Cor. xk. 

 13—15. Therefore take heed how ye hear, and what ye hear. 


() Prov. xiv. 12. (n] Prov. XXX. 12. ] Matt. v. 20. 


| on, THE ARMINTAN UNMASKED, Wael 
te ture and neceſſity of the New Creature, it is to nol 
purpoſe; becauſe you have not brought one fuller 
ent proof for it, from the word of God, nor auf 
example of any one ſingle individual perſon, who) | 
ever had exper: elicit ſuch a © pure, p. 14, © holy, 
21, and compleat change as you aſſert, p. 12, 00 
to anſwer ſuch important ends as you affirm, p. 382 
neither do J believe, that you, Sir, with all the 
aſſociated: forces of the perfectioniſt, or the com- 
bined powers of free agency, will ever be able to 
do it; fy you lay, and that is all, that it is“ a COM, 
t pleat change, p. 12-20, of the wh man, p. 
32, in ſoul,” p. 21, and body, p. 31; the {oub 
Jo compleatly changed, in all the powers go" facul- 
ties, P- 21, as that the © propenſity to evil is remo- 
ved,” p. 24; * evil diſpoſitions exchanged for bet= 
„ter, p. 20; © purity in the place of corruption, 
p. 14; and the * inclinations made holy,” p. 21; 
and thus you proceed to tell us, That the New 
& Creature 1MyoRTs a change of the inner man on 
* all the powers and faculties of the ſoul ;, and that 
© a renewing of the ſoul implies a change in the out- 
ward actions of the body. p. 31. Thus Don, 
and IMPLIES, are the main ſupporters of your new 
creature, or holy image, built upon the uncertain 
and fandy foundation, of a bare ſuppoſition: That 
every man, ſince the fall, is diſtitute of orignal 
« righteouſneſs. Now you cannot but | obſerve, 
chat this mult be neceſſarily ſuppoſed (the fall. of 
man is SUPPOSED, in order to a new creature, 
| and 
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Ws the neceſlity of it to ſalvation.” p. 7. Good © 
arminian logic this, Sir! But what is all this ſup- 
fed creature holineſs for? Why we are told, In 

4 aer to ſalvation; being the grand condition, or 

5 ualification for it, or that for which any are ſaved; 

or without it, we cannot be ſaved, p. 38, 39; be- 

auſe deſtitute of Mr. BrATcHTORPDs holy image, 

5 Pr fancied new creature, which, ſays he, or ALL 

F THINGS is moſt available, finners !” $ 


1. As it is that for which we are reſpected or lov- 
| La of God. * In Chriſt Jeſus, in the chriſtian faith, 
4 | you are not, you. will not be reſpected according 
to circumciſion or uncircumciſion, but according 
io the new creature. p. 6, 7. 

2. As it intereſts us in Chriſt the Redeemer,” 


p. 35. 
3. To render us acceptable to him, i. e. God. p. 21. 


4. Being the ſinner's pure robe of righteouſnels, as 
ell as that for which we are reſpected in the grand 
WT cauſe of juſtification before God. In Chriſt Jeſus, 
F in the chriſtian faith, in the cauſe of juſtification 
before the moſt high God, you are not, you will 
not be xesPEcCTED according to circumciſion or 
* uncircumcifion, but according to the new Crea- 
ture. p. 6,7. 

5. As it concurs, or co · opperates with God. in 
effekting the work of ſpiritual creation. And there 
certainly is a power in man either to reſiſt or con- 
* cur with the ſtrivings of God's Spirit upon his 


as e heart: = in mort, as It ſanctifies our nature, p. 
hy 38,. 
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en + diſpoſes all the powers d facilties of's ou 
e ſqulsto ſerve the lord,” p. 34, © prepares and diſpe 
- -<« ſes us for heaven,” p. 36, and in all reſpeQs 
© makes us proper objects,“ i. e. purely qualified; | 
juſtly accommodated,  exattly fit, and truly deſer- 
ving) ** of the inheritance of the ſaints, i in light. 
p. 38. 
: And what might you call * Gentlemen Ani⸗ 
mal Magnetiſm, or Arminianiſm ; for I am ſure it 
is not Bibleiſm, nor Calviniſm, becauſe Mr. 
Blarchroxp makes his ſuppoſed new creature the 
Al and in ALL of ſalvation, even to the rejett- 
ing, ſetting aſide and oppoſing of God's grand mes 
thod of ſaving ſiners upon the foundation of abſolute 
and unconditional grace, in by and through the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt alone, without works (o). However 
this is no great matter of concern with ſome Baſtard 
Calviniſts now-a-day ; and there is no doubt but 
that Mr. BrATcRHTORD's Sermon, 5 On the nature 
4 and neceſſity of the new creature, contained the 
leading ſentiments of the majority of the? Welter 
5 Calviniſtic Aſſociation, or elſe it would not have 
been ſo highly applauded by them; neither would 
they have requeſted the publication of it : beſide all 
this, the Rev. Mr. Joun SALTERN, in the even- 
ing of the ſame day, publickly in the meeting houſe 
Jokers his acquieſcence in, and hearty approbation 
of it, and © thanked Mr. Buarcnurord for his EX 
 *CELLENT SERMON,” as well as ſignified that it was 


(0) Afts iv, 1012. Eph. ii. 810: 
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its be pobliſhed. ok water 0 erat to m_ x. 
yo the heart o, man to man, ſays. Solomon (p). { 
This fully proves, as well as confirms what I be 
fore obſerved, that there were many, even amongſt ' 
the diſſenters; who profeſſed one thing, and preachs 
ed another (); and who would be as goſpel mini- 
ſters, and free-grace preachers, altho' they legalize 
and pervert the Goſpel into a general and univerſal 
command for all and every individual of mankind, - 
believe, &c. which they make the grand conditi- 
on, or term, of life and ſalvation, and upon which 
eternal life is ſuſpended: upon this they exhort ſin- 
ners, dead in fins, to believe, or they'll be damn'd; 
F fo that if they don't believe, they have no intereſt 
in Chriſt, or his benefits; but if they do believe, 
then they become intereſted in Chriſt Kc. thus 
Faith is not only made a condition of life, but the 
= ercature's own act at leaſt in part: They ſay. a man 
may act or believe if he will; and what is this but 
© Moſes in an apparently goſpelized dreſs, or, Do 
j this, and tive? And as to what they term free grace, 
it is this : That Chriſt having by his death purcha- 
ſed certain bleſſings, as the love of God, the par- 
don of fin, the kingdom of Heaven, which are now 
freely offered to the acceptance of every. man 
upon the terms of the Goſpel, i. e. faith and repen- 
tance, and is as free for one man as another, if they 
will but accept of it; and this is their free grace, 
* for 1 9 oy without any * hence 
8 ve 
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we have” been ihe" That none are cle whe 
«Favour of God nor the kingdom of Heayen, but 
ſuch as "exclude themſelves. 80 under a 
calviniſtic name, cloak and profeſſion, ſome zea- 
ouſly maintain the doctrines of arminjan free will; 
and this is profeſſing one thing, and preaching a 
nother, of which we have now an undeniable proof 
before us, ſeeing Mr. BTLATCHToRb's ſelf- righte⸗ 
ous, p. 20, arminian, p. 39, free-will, p. 33, image, 
p. 8, g, is ſent forth into the world, under a cal- 
viniftic name, or cloak, as it was publiſhed at 
oy requeſt of the Weſtern Calviniſtic Aſſociation. 
As to the term, new creature, if J miſtake not, 
it is mentioned but twice in the Bible (7); there 
only as an evidence of intereſt in, aud communion 
with, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (5), and as the effekt, 
and not the cauſe of God's love towards us; be- 
fides, the New Creature deſcribed in ſcripture, 
and which the Holy Ghoſt experimentally forms 
in the hearts of the ele&t, is the entire workman- 
ſhip of God (z), in which no- man can reſiſt, when 
God is pleaſed to work; or concur, when God is 
not pleaſed to work; but no where in my Bible 
can I find it repreſented. in whole or part to be a 
Saviour, as you have done in your pretended Ser- 
mon, On the nature and neceſſity of the New 
Creature, before the Weſtern Calviniftic Aſſocia- 
tion: the falſeneſs of which 1 ſhall endeavour, 
God * 5 the ee fairly to prove ac- 
Sr £5 | © 1 
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r codhs — I have we laid down (u). 

I. Lou aſſert, that your New Creature is ne- 
ceſſary or available, as it is that for which we are. 
reſpected or loved of God, p. 6, 7. The falſeneſs 
of which I ſhall now diſcover, by proving, that 
all who are the objects of God's love of delight 
and complacency, were ſuch before the foundati- 
Fon of the world; ſo that their being new creatures, 
W or true believers in time, does not make them, ſuch, 
i. e. the objeQs of God's love. 
iſt. To this purpoſe we read, Herein. is Lovz, | 
ot that we loved God but that He loved us (u). We 
be him, becauſe he firſt loved us (x). Alſo the 
ſame Apoſtle tells us, that God is Love (y) and 
that God ſo loved the world (z); but all and every 
individual of mankind are not ſo ſignally loved 


ef God; neither is the term world here to be ſo 
W underſtood in ſuch an extenſive manner as inclu- 
ing che whole of mankind, becauſe. it is only-a 


certain and particular number of perſons who are 
the objects of God's Love from amongſt the reſt 
of mankind; hence it is recorded, I have loved you; 
ſaid the Lord to Iſrael of old; Yet ye say, wherein 
at thou loved us ? was not Eſau 1 4 s brother, 
ſaith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob, and I hated 
Eſau (a). So fays the Holy Ghoſt, Jacob have I 
loved ; but Flaw. have I hated (b). And Paul alſo, 
4 In. Fang. of the grand and ſublime doctrine of _ 
* hs | Predeſtination 
* Page 2 1 1 John, iv. 10. he I John, iv. 19. 
(3) 1 John, iv. 8, 16, (z) John 11. 16. | 
() Mal. i. 2, 3. (3) Rom. ix. 13. 
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3 unto life; Having, fays 7 pride 
nated us, (not all the inhabitants of Epheſus) unte 
the adoption of children. By what Rule, accors 
ding to let being new creatures, holy, or belie 
vers? No; for it was done before the foundation 
of the world (c). Was it becauſe he foreſaw tha 
in ſome future period that they would be ſo, and 
with this view did it? No; not a word of this 1 
all the Bible (d). What was it then? Why, it wach 
os eſus Chriſt t himſelf, accoxpinc to thei 
good pleaſure of his will (e): That was the rule 
and there was never any other, nor ever will be 
i. e. according to his infinite love of | delight 
and complacency which he had towards them f 
Chriſt Jeſus before the world began, without ani 
regard had to works, good or evil, that ſhould bei 
done. by the creature man (/); hence it is with 
_ propriety ſaid to be of his own will (g), and accar4if 
ding to the purpoſe of him, i. e. God (I), whal 
wWorketh ALL N Wo” the COUNSEL on ha 
ou will (7). | 


2ndly. Now A Ee God the F N N is in him 
ſelf, as the God of Grace and Glory () to the ob 
jects of his eternal love; that 7 is to them 1 
15 Son Jeſus Chriſt; for Chriſt as the head (9 
and they as the: members of his myſtical bod 
haye been always viewed: as one in the covenant 
+; ar _ © counſel 


| 171 Een 5 4. ) 2 Theſſ. N (e) Eph. ef. 
45) Rom. ix. ts, (g) James i. 18. (5) 1 ler. v. 
ä e 11. (+) "calm Ixxxiv, 11. (7) * v. 21 
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. pa mind af (m); This i Fg ent 
myſtery, but I ſpeak, concerning Chriſt . and his 
church (2). hence he ſay s to his diſciples, Believe 
ne, that . am in the Father s and the. Father in 
Lane. (0), and ALL things that the Father - hath are 
ine: i. e. all things, in the mind, counſel, cove- 
ant, and promiſes of God ( 5 reſpecting the ele, 
pare mine to reveal, manifeſt, and apply by my ſpi- 
Writ, experimentally to them in due time, and to 
bem only (2). So ſpeaking of the Spirit which he 
1 promiſed to ſend (7), When he is come, he ſhall glo- - 
ne, /or he ſhall receive of mine and ſhall ſhew 
Wo 27 9240 you: 17 6 all things that the Father hath are 
ine therefore ſaid I that he ſhall take of mine, and 
teu it unto you (/). Now as Chriſt was the 
ob; Ject of his F ather's Love of delight and com- 
= Vor the Father, Joveth the Son, and ſhew- 
el him all things (c), às it is writen, | Behold ny 
Servant whom 1 uphold, mine Eledt in whom my 
Foul delighteth (u). So all thoſe who, are the ob- 
Fees of God's Love of delight and complacency, 
were ſo loved, and ſo delighted in in Chriſt, with the 
Hame' Love of complacency and delight as He Was, 
land that before the foundation of the World; 
lis plain by Chriſt's praying for them upon this 
| [very principle, as being the objetts of God's an- 
cient and eternal love; and ſo it is recorded, Nei- 
ther Pray J * theſe alone, I, 6: the diſciples who 


413 Eph. i iii. 7—11. (2) Eph. v. 32. 5 Ichn xiv. 11. 
5 2 Cor. i. 20. (9) John xvii. 6. (+) ) John xiv. 26. 
(s) John xvi. 14 15. (7) John v. 20. (2 Iſa. a 1. 
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were So den wich bim, but for them alſo 
-WHICH SHALL believe on me through their Word, 
that they all may be one, i. e. openly and experi 
mentally one in the perſonal enjoyment of it, enen 
as we are one, I in them and thou in me that 
may be made perfett in one (u), and that the World 
may know that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved them 
as thou haſt loved me: ſor thou lovedſt me before. 
the foundation of the world (x). Conſider this, ye 
who ſpeak of the love of God as being condition- 
al and changeable, as ne; God was like unto us 
creatures. 
grdly. Solomon alſo 3 this grand and il 
for | foundation article of the chriſtian faith 
by divine inſpiration, in expatiating and ſetting 
forth the early and ancient exiſtence of Chriſt, as 
the Wiſdom of God; and of his eternal los of 
complacency & delight i in atid toward his people be- 
fore the foundation of the World. The Lord poſ- 
ſelſed me in the beginning of his way, before lis 
works of old. 1 was ſet up from everlaſting, from 
the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there 
were no depths I was brought forth : when there 
were no fountains abounding with water. Before 
the mountains were ſettled :. before the hills, was I 
brought forth: while as yet he had not made the 
earth, nor the fields, nor the higheſt part of the duſt 
of the world: When he prepared the heavens I was 
there: When, he ſet a 1 upon the face. of the 
depth : 


{w) Eph. iv. 10-13, (xk) John xvii. 15 24. 
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depth: When he eſtabliſhed the 1 above: Mien 
he trengthened the fountains of the deep : Mhen he 
to the:ſeq- his decret, that the waters ſhould not 
paſs ks commandment when he 2 the foun- 
dations of the earth. Then was I b 
wil kim and I was lach has delight, ** 
ng: _ ays before him: Rejoicing in the habitable 
| his earth, and my. delghis were with The 
| Jens 28 | 
Thus from the teſtimonies of God in his Word, 
ready advanced, it is plain that thoſe who are the 
EEE objetts of God's love and delight, were 
ſuch before the foundation of the world; therefore 
it is impoſſible that any thing in man, or that 
= ſhould be done by him, could be the eaſe, or 
chat for which he is, or can be, reſpected or Lev. . 
ed of God, as it was fixed upon the objects of it 
even in eternity, before ever they had any per- 
Jonal exiſtence; ſo that thoſe who in time are 
made new creatures, believers, or born again of 
God, are not made ſo as a condition or qualificati- 
on to reinſtate them into the favour of God, or as 
in the leaſt being neceſſary or available to make 
them the objects of his love. No; but as the 
fruits or effects of it; and becauſe being ſome of | 
that happy number, to which it is entirely owing | 
"that any are in time effeQually called by grace (z); 
So we read, The Lord hath appeared „ old unto 
me . Yea I have loved thee with an everlaſting 
Love; 


8 6 ) Proy. viii. 22—31. 8 tek I. 4 12% 24. 
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Love; eee wit n e laue J ee 
thee 67, But to as many as received him, to them 
gavue he power, or privilege, to: become, i. e. mani 
feſtatively, the. ſons of God, even to them that he. 
lieve on his name. Which were born, not of bloods): 
nor of the will. of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, 
but. of God (b). And becauſe ye are ſons, God 
hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into "your 
hearts, crying Abba, Father (c). Of his oe 
will, Ba. he us with the Mord of Truth (dy, 
all which fully proves to a.demonſtration, the 
ſubtilty and falſeneſs of what Mr. BLATCHTORD 
has ſaid, + concerning the neceſſity or avail- 
ableneſs of his ſuppoſed new. created image, as 
being that for which any are RESPECTED of | 
God, when God himſelf, as I have briefly: | 
ſhewn, ſolemnly and poſitively declares, again: WM 


and again, to the contrary; to which I anſwer 
in the words of Paul to the Arminians of a RY 


Let God be true, and every man a liar (e). | 
-/Ozjzcrion.' But ſome may ſay, Did we nat 


fall in Adam, and thereby become ſinners before 


God; and how can God love ſinners with a love of I 
ILY" and delight? | 


"Axswer, It is true we did fall in Adin; and = 
thereby became finners ; but as to our being ſinful Wi 

ox righteous in ourſelves, it hath nothing at all to 05 | 

| with it; for as to God's ng his love of unchanging 


delight 


| (a): Jerks xxxi 5 (3) John i i, han 17 ( Gal. iv. 6. 
x Cowan (e) om. ili. 4. 
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delight on a peculiar and certain number of bis crea- 
tures in Chriſt before the foundation of the world, it 
was from himſelf, and he did it in and of the good 
7 pleaſure of his will or becauſe he would ( #f); ſo 
bat the creature's own goodneſs, or righteoufneſs, 


could be no cauſe or inducement why God ſhould 


ſet his love upon them; nor their ſinfulneſs or bad 
works, any motive why he ſhould not, ſeeing it was 
prior to the fall of man, and done in eternity, it 
being an eminent act of the divine will, and the 
only grand cauſe, ſource, and ſpring from whence 
| all ſpiritual bleſſings do proceed (%), that the church 
and people of God do enjoy in time; and to all eter- 
nity. Hence we read, In this was manifeſted the 
Love of God towards us, ſays St. John, becauſe 

tat God ſent his only begotten Son into the world: 
| | that we might live through him (g). So ſays Paul, 
= Huſbands, love your wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved 
e Church, and gave 'nmſelf. for it, &c. (i). 
rhus Love, eternal and unchanging Love, is at the 
bottom of all that God does for his people (0. And 
W | this being the true ſtate of the caſe, the creature 
wan cannot, by. any means do any thing at all, in 
the leaſt, to merit, procure, or obtain it on the one 
Dad 7 ; nor to remove, abate or hinder it on the 
other and (J); becauſe that which is only temporal, 
can have no polible Indpence: or 0 upon that 
which, 


i 7 Eph. I, 5, 6. Re? 1 John, iv. 9. ( Eph. v. 25. 
| (7) Ha. xxxvili. 16—18. ( Job xxii. 3. Cant. viii. 6, J. 
| 3 Job xxii. 2. XXXV. 5, 6. | 
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which is eternal, tho' ſome have arrogantly afferted; 
„ That God never did, nor never can, take delight 
e in any till they are renewed in their minds, or 
te till they believe.” Then certainly their — 
faith — holineſs muſt be what will make them the 
objects of God's delight, if God does not, nor cans 
not delight in them — The reverſe of which 
by Scripture I have already ſufficiently proved, and 
do {till maintain upon the ſame authority, that 
though there often is, and may be, ſome variations 
or difference in the manifeſtations of God's love 
to his people, as to the time, way, and manner” 
of it, yet in itſelf it remains (n) an unchanging "i 
love of complacency and delight towards them in 
every ſtate and condition that they poſſibly can be 
in in the preſent world; and in God's own appointed 
time, they will all ſurely be brought to the happy 
enjoy ment of it, becauſe it is not ſuch a tardy, ſnill-i- 
ſhall- i, in- and-· out piece of buſineſs as ſome bunglers 
make of it, who repreſent Chriſt as willing and 
8 wooing the ſalvation of all without exception, if 
they will but be ſaved; i. e. I will, if ye will. No; 
— I will and ye ſhall, ſays God to his people; for WM 
be is the Rock, his work is perfect; for all his 
ways are judgment; a God of truth. And ſoit is 
recorded, Yea I have, it is not to ſay, I will; 
but I have loved thee with everlaſting Love: there- 
fore with loving-kindneſs have I drawn thee (n). 
80 YE; Pau), But God who 15 08 m on Jr 
| D | tits 


| (m) Job xxiii. 13. (2) Jer. Ill, Is 5 
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us GREAT LOVE wherewith he loved us. But 
when? When we were holy, and become believers 
in Chriſt? No. When then, Paul? Why Þ ll tell 


you, Even when we were dead in fins ; and as a con- 
ſequence of it, hath quickened us together with Chriſt ; 


by GRACE ye are ſaved (o). Again; But God 
commendethi his Love towards us, ſays Paul. What 


not before our being believers, holy or righteous 
in ourſelves? Ves. When then? Why, In that 
whale we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us (p). 


So ſays St. John alſo,” Herein is Love, not that we 


bored God but that he loved us; and ſent his Son 


0 be the propitiation for our f ns (). And the 


Lord Jeſus having loved his own, which were in the 


| world, - he loved them unto the end" For the moun- 


EE b. il. 4, 5. (þ) Rom. v. 8. (g) 1 John, iv. 10. 
(r) Ita, liv. 10. BE 2 os Xvii. 23, 24. (7) 1 Jenn, i iii. hs 


| > tains may depart, and the hills be removed, but 


eternal. kindneſs, or invariable Love, "ſhall 


2 depart from thee (7). 


Thus, upon. the veracity of God in his Word it 
plainly appears, That the Love . wherewith he loved 


his people, is an eternal unchanging Love of com- 


placency and delight in Chriſt Jeſus towards them, 


from eternity (s) in time, when fallen and dead in 
= treſpaſſes and fins (); and when called, even to 


eternity the ſame (u): for every good gift, and 
every perfett gift is from above, and it is certain that 
God's: Love of complacency and delight in Chriſt 


= towards the SU of it, is both a good and perfect 


gift, | 


(4) Zeph. iii. 17. 
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gift, and cometh down from the Father of (Lights 
with, whom, is no VARIABLENESS neither SHADO 
of turning (w). 

Ah! there are no degrees in the Love of God 
as the arminians vainly talk, and would have it tg 
be :—1ft. A natural love, or love of good will, a 
ſome are pleaſed to term it, alike extended to all th 
human race; and when any: are ſuppoſed, - accorg 
ding to the judgment of charity, to become holy, be 
levers, obedient, &c. then the Lord loves the 
better then he did before; and it increaſes towards 
ſuch from a natural love of good will, to a ſove 
reign love of complacency and delight: but not be 
fore. So that thoſe who are ſo unfortunate as no 
to improve their natural free will before their da 
of grace is paſt, fall from this love of God's good 
will into hell; and fo are loſt for ever. —This is the 
doctrine of the day by many candid, ſchool-refined 
nominal goſpel miniſters; but it will not ſtand the 
ſcrutiny of God's Word; neither is it in any ſenſe 

agreeable to ſound doctrine (x). | 

II. You aſſert that your New Crea is ne 
ceſſary or available, as © It intereſts us in Chriſt the 
_ * Redeemer,” p. 35; but no pofitive prog 
is brought to aſcertain the truth of it, only 

perverſion of Scripture, carnal reaſonings, and ne 
gative concluſions, as Its and Ifs; which eſtabli 

nothing to the glory of God; nor is it of any ſpiri 
tual benefit or advantage to the ſoul ; but leaves the 
7 1 mini 


Fo. 
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bind in a n about hin ſappoled, but 
docs not certainly know what; r way with the 
' Wihadow, and loſing the ſubſtance. I ſhall therefore, 
|} tendeavour to diſcover the falevelt of this aſſertion 

alſo, in proving by the Word of God, —iſt. An 
. Hektion of perſons ;—2ndly. That it was before 
ee foundation of the world; and—grdly. Speak of 
ee grand cauſe of it; which will entirely overthrow 

| Mr. BiaTtcurorD's Aſſertion. 

tn. That there is an election of particular per- 
ens, is plain from the following poſitive ſcripture 
declarations :——1ſt, Peter, an Apoſtle of Jeſus 

eit, to the ſtrangers ſcattered abroad throughout 
| WPontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Afia, Bithynia, 
| 1 LEO according to the FOREKNOWLEDGE of God 
| TX Father (9)- And He, i. e. Chriſt, Mall ſend his 
gels i. e. bis miniſters (z), with a great ſound of 
| Ws wget, 1. e. to preach his pure and precious 
opel, but not to make a general offer of it; and 
| it the great ſound that ſhould attend it, does not mean. 
ie ſound of verbality, or noiſy ſpeech, nor the 


þ ain jangling of thoſe, who deſiring to be teachers of 
4 


lhe "law, 8 neither what they. ſay, nor 

RF 

| * fed words to no profit, but to the ſubverting of the 
Ul 


* 


* * " * 
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hereof they affirm (a); nor is it the ſound of con- 
earers, Which conſiſt in doubtful obſervations, p. 
1 6, and unwarantable negations, p. 35, felf- 
| contradictions, p-. 33, and unſcriptural ſuppoſitions, 


Wl 5. 7. wich unſettled probabilities, p. 5. No; But 
J 81 .. ut 


60 I Pet 1 I; 2. (2) Rev. i. 20. (4) 1 Tim. i. 7. 
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it ignifics the power of Chriſt to ſalvation, ſpeak⸗ 
ing in and by his miniſters (+) to the hearts of his 
own ele&, according to his Word, And they ſhalt? 
gather together his ELECT, from the four winds, 
rom one end of the earth to the other (c). Again; 
For there ſhall ariſe falſe 4 and falſe prophets il 
(d), and ſhall ſhew great ſigns and wonders, inſo- 
much that, if it were poſſi ible, they ſhall decerve the: 
very elect (e). And 2 that the fas had ſhorten- 
ed thoſe days, no fleſh ſhould be ſaved ; but for i 
the ELECT'S ſake, whom he hath cuosEn, he hath 
ſhortened the days (%). = 
2ndly. I come to ſhew, That it was before the WM 
foundation of the world. Ve have not choſen me, 
ſays Chriſt to his diſciples ; but I have choſen You. 
And, Bleſſed, ſays Paul, be the God and Father % 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all 
= /p:ritual bleſſings in heavenly places IN CHRIST ; a. 
= cording as he hath choſen us Id HIM, before the 
= /oundation of the world, Then ſhall the king ſay. 
unto them on Ins right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my || 
= Father, inherit the kingdom prepared, or appoint- 
ed, for you from the bon of the world. What 
chen has, or can the New Creature, or believing, 2 
IF have to do, as being neceſſary or available to inter- 
eſt us in Chriſt, ſeeing that thoſe who are, or ever 
vuill manifeſtatively be made to enjoy a ſenſe of in- 
| | tereſt 1 in him here, or the kingdom of heaven here- 
? : | after 
(8) 1 8 xiii. z. (.c) Mat. xxiv. 31. (4 2 Pet, . 4 
(e) Mat. iv. 24. (f) Mark xi, 20. 
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WW after, do experience and enjoy it, by virtue of their 
being ſo elected, or predeſtinated, before the foun- 
dation of the world: Having made known unto us, 
_ 7 ny/tcry of his will according to his good pleaſure, 
_ W/:ch he hath purpoſed in himſelf; that in the diſ- 
= pen/ation of the fulneſs of times, he might gather to- 


gether in one all things in Chriſt, both which are in ' [ 


heaven, and which are on earth, even in him: In 
whom alſo, ſays Paul, we have obtained an inheri-— 
tance, being PREDESTINATED according to the pur- 
foſe of him who worketh all things after the counſel 


| of has own will ; for God hath xoT appointed us to 


. wrath, but to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. | | | A 
OQuesTION. But were all, and every individual 
of mankind, ſo choſen in, or predeſtinated by, 
Chriſt unto eternal life, before the foundation of the 
- world ? | 5 7 | | 8 
AxswWER. No; as it is evident and plain from 


ſiuch, and the like following Scripture declarations: 


14 And I intreat thee alſo, true yoke-fellow, lays 
Paul, help thoſe women which labour with me in the 
goſpel : with Clement alſo, and with others my fellow 


labourers, whoſe x AMEs are in the Book of Life (g). 2 


And all the world wondered after the beaſt; and 

all that dwell upon the earth ſhall worſhip him, i. e. 
the Beaſt, whoſe names are NOT WRITTEN in the 
book of the Lamb, ſlain from the foundation of the i 
- world (). And Paul alſo, ſpeaking of certain 
5 . hereticks, 
(g) Phil. iv. 3. (4). Rev, Wii, 3. 84. 


* eee ar. ad et; 
4 I 
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hereticks, who by their falſe do&rine had over- 
thrown the temporary faith of ſome nominal, can- 
did, baſtard profeſſors; and leſt God's people 
ſhould become ſick and faint on account of the ap- 
parent ſucceſs of their enemies, he adminiſters for 
their relief, a double doſe of eternal, perſonal, par- 
ticular, and unconditional election, as preſcribed 
by the Great Phyſician and Biſhop of Souls, being 
the only efficacious remedy, and preſervative a- 
gainſt all falſe prophets (i), with their falſe and de- 
lufive doctrines of free will, and univerſal grace 
offered to all, altho' they may, and frequently do, 
come in ſheep's clothing (4), 1. e. under the name, 
garb, colour, or cloak of goſpel miniſters, miniſters 
of Chriſt, ſtiling themſelves ambaſſadors, calvin- 
1ſts, &c. by which they are the more likely to de- 
ceive others (I). Nevertheleſs, the foundation of 
God ſtandeth su RE, having this SEAL, the Lord 
KNOWETH them that are his ; and let every one that 
nameth the name of Chriſt, depart from iniquity (m): 
not only from corrupt practices, but from ſoul-de- 
ceiving and corrupt principles alſo. Again, God 
hath not caſt away his people which he foreknew (n). 
Wot ye not what the Scripture ſaith of Elias? how 
he maketh interceſſion to God againſt Iſrael, ſaying, 
Lord they have killed thy prophets, and digged down 
thine altars; and I am left alone, and they ſeek my 
life (o)? But what ſaith the anſwer of God unto 
ES, him? 
( 7 ) Mat. xxiv. 24. (+) Mat. vii. 15. (7) Rom. xvi. 17. 18. 
(n) 2 Tim. ii. 18, in ( : ) Rom. viii. 2830. 
(0) 1 Kings, xviii. 8, 9. 
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* lum I have wed to my ſelf racy fend men, 
ho have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 
Even ſo then at this preſent time alſo, there is a 
Femnant according to the election of grace (þ) ; and 
ot according to the New Creature, or our Faith, 
c. This is Mr. BrArchrokp's opinion, p. 35, 
ad it is the common notion that exiſts in the hearts 
of merit-mongers of every claſs, for they generally put 
the cart before the horſe ; and when queſtioned 
on the ſubject, they pil tell you that they did not 
" mean ſo. 
= 3rdly. I come now to ſpeak of the grand cauſe 
| j of it; or how any are intereſted in Chriſt. And this 
Wwe are aſſured, That it is by the unmerited grace, 
0 our, and will of God alone, and not works; of 
| Ewhich Jacob was a typical and ſignificant repreſen- 
W tation, as being one of the objects of God's eternal 
| \| love and choice; as Eſau was of his eternal hatred 
and rejection, irreſpective of works. And IJſaac 
intreated the Lord for his wife, becauſe ſhe was 
Warren: and the Lord was intreated of him; and 
* Rebekah his wife conceived, and the children ftrugg led 
eller within her; and ſhe ſaid, If it be fo, why 
thus? And ſhe went to enquire of the Lord. And 
ie Lord /aid unto her, two nations are in thy womb 
Wand two manner of people ſhall be ſeperated . from 
n bowels. And leſt any objefter ſhould endea- 
our by ſophiſtry, or carnal reaſonings, to pervert 
che truth here ſtated; the Lord hath fully eſtal liſned 
it 


| (4) Rom, 4 2—5. 


_ 
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grace (9). | 


being choſen in him fro 
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it by the mouth of Saint Paul: For the children 
being not yet born, neither having done any good Of 
evil, that the purpoſe of God according to election 
mighit ſtand, x or OF WORKS ; but of him that call 
eth, it was ſaid unto her, i. e, Rebekah, the elder 
ſhall ſerve the young en; as it is written, 
have I loved, but Eſau have I hated. And the ſame? 
Apoſtle, ſpeaking of himſelf and his brethren, ſays, 
Having fredeſtinated us unto the adopiton of children 
by Feſus Chriſt to hamſelf, according to the 
pleaſure of his will, to the praiſe of the glory of his 


Facob 


good 


Thus have I briefly proved, as I propoſed, an 
election of particular perſons in Chriſt before the? 
foundation of the World? and that the unmerited 
favour and will of God alone, is the only grand cauſe 
of it, and not Works. So that Mr. BLATCHTORD'‚S 
ſuppoſed, or ideal New Creature, upon Scripture 
authority can by no means be neceſſary or available 
2 to intereſt us, i. e. to give us a ſhare, in the person 
and benefits of Chriſt; as it was entirely owing to 
3 that infinite and unchanging love of complacency 
and delight, called by the Apoſtle the good pleaſure 
of his Will towards them -in particular, that the 
Eternal Father, ere time began, choſe or elected 
them in Chriſt; He their Head (7), and they the 
members of his myſtical body (s). And it is from 
this; a perſonal intereſt in Chriſt is to be dated; 
efore the foundation of 


the 


(5.1 Cor, xii. 12, 14. 


4 THE BASTARD-CALVINIST DETECTED: 


„ — 


— 
W 


* 


the world, and not upon being new creatures, holy 
or Feen &c. becauſe in this view, it is that 
Chriſt and his church are conſidered as one (9), huſ- 
band and wife eternally united in the indiſſolvable 
bond of everlaſting (a), electing, and invariable love 
(w). Hence it is, that whatever the Lord Jeſus - 


l | | E Chriſt has done, he did it for them, and them only; 


Fit being the effect of his love towards them (x), and 
on account . of their eternal union to him as their 


Z | living head (y). The great Apoltle of the gentiles 


—_ dccribes this glorious MYSTERY in the followin 


manner: Unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all 
Saints, is this grace given, that 1 ſhould (rp 
among the gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt; 
and to make all men, ſee, (not carnal and unenlightened 


wen; but all ſpiritual men, ſee) what is THE FEL- 
Lows!» or THE MYSTERY, which from the begin- 
ing o/ the world HATH BEEN HID IN GOD, who 
created all things by Jeſus Chriſt; To the intent that 
bow un the principalities and powers in heavenly 


places might be known by the church the manifold 
wiſdom o/, God, according to the eternal purpoſe which 
he purpoſed in Chriſt Fefus our Lord (z). And let 
me tell you, Sirs, That without this eternal purpoſe, 
this eternal love, and this eternal election of perſons 
in Chriſt, with their eternal union to him, aud that 
before the foundation of the world, which are God's 

N 


TY Col. 3 ii. 10. (2) Jer. xxxi, 3. (ww) Prov. viii. 34. 
: = Spit. v. * 5 N i. 4—6. (z) Eph. iii. Obs 


©. 
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holy mountains (a), there would be no church at all, 
nor one ſingle ſoul would ever be brought to the ſpis 
ritual and experimental enjoyment of God here, Or 
to eternal glory hereafter, although they may be a 
thouſand times as compleatly holy, and ſelt-righte 
ous, as Mr. BLATCHTORPD's ſuppoſed holy image 
or new creature, exhibited before the Weſtern Cal 
viniſtic Aſſociation; therefore I ſhall diſmiſs this 
head by conſidering what Mr. BuaTcurorD has af 
ſerted of his new creature, as being © neceſſary or 
« available, becauſe it intereſts us in Chriſt the Re 
* deemer,” p. 35, upon the deciſion of God in has 
holy Word to be a palpable falſehood, and without 
any foundation in the Word of God; but whether 
it be right in the fight of God, to horken unto Mr: 
BLATCHFORD more then unto” God, judge ye (b), 
Gentlemen of the Weſtern Calviniſtie Aſſociatiqn. 
And here, Sirs, pirmit me to drop a hint or two 
as a means, ſhould the Lord enable you to attend to 
them which will help you out of ſome of thoſe dit 
ficulties relative to the different deſcriptions given in 
Scripture of the people of God, As being the objetts 
of God's eternal love of complacency and delight (c); 
and yet at the ſame time, in Adam, in themſelves, 
and in a law ſenſe, are by nature children of wrath, 
even as others (d): and that is, to remember that the 
Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks of the elect, as being intereſted 
in two different heads or perſons; the one from e- 
I. 2 | ternity] 


(4) Pal. W 1. (5) Acts i iv. 19. (c) john xvii. 23, 24. 
( Eph. I, 13» 
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. iy, and the other i in time; Chriſt op Adam. 
WE T'be one as their natural head; and the other their 
| ing, quickening (e), and ſpiritual bead ( 93 ). So 
is written, The firſt man Adam was made a living 
our: the laſt Adam was made a quickening ſpirit. 
HH Howbeit that was not firſt, as to open exiſtence or 
WW manifeſtation in the preſent world, which is ſpiritual, 
WE 57 {hat which is natural (g); and afterward that 
lich is ſpiritual (). Hence in the order of divine 
WE manifeſtations, The fir/t man is of the earth, earth 
_ (:); e ſecond man is the Lord from heaven (k). 
Nov all the divine ſettlements of grace and glory, 
Vich all thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings that the elect were 
bleſſed with before the world began, and are expe- 
| rimentally favoured with in time, and will for ever 
enjoy to all eternity, is in, by, and through the Lord 
W [clus Chrilt alone, and in conſequence of their eter- 
nal union to him as their head (7), here ſtiled the 
laſt Adam, the ſecond Man, the Lord from heaven 


r˙»„ꝛ 


= 


eternal love of complacency and. delight before the 


were then and there ſo loved (n). Did God the Fa- 
ther predeſtinate them uuto eternal life before the 
4 Wan of the world? It was by Jeſus Chriſt that 
they were ſo predeſtinated (o). Are they in time 
brought to hear and know the joyful ſound, or glad ti- 

dings 


” Gen. 1. 26, 27. 


We) John v. 21. 47 Eph. i. 14. 
7 (;) Gen. ii. 7. 


ti. 15. Gal. u. 4. 


) John xvii. 23, 24. (0) Eph. i. 5. 
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(n). Were they the objects of God the Father's 


foundation of the world? It vas in Chriſt that they 


* vi. 38. (1) 2 Tim. i. 9. 10; () 1 Cor. xv. 4 4. 
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dings, f lvation?: It is n 10 dons tharh is 
preached to them the forgivenels of fins, &c. Andſout 
might with equal propriety be {aid of every thing 
elſe that appertains to their ſpiritual life here, with 
their ſafe arrival to the kingdom of eternal glory! 
hereafter, that it is all ſafe and perfectly ſecured in 
Chriſt their Head (). And all the evils, diſtreſſes, 
afflictions, and calamities of ſoul and body that wel 
undergo, as ſin, death and the curſe, they came into 
the preſent world in by and through one man, even 
the firſt man Adam. So we read, In Adam all die 
(9): Wherefore as by one man fin entered into the 
world, and death by ſin, ſo death paſſed wpon all men, 
for all have ſinned 18 For as. by one man's diſobe= 
dience many were made. ſinners: So that the whole 
race of mankind from Adam, the firk to the laſt 
perſon that ſhall be born of a woman, Chriſt ex- 
cepted, in themſelves, and in a law ſenſe, are guilty 
before God; and in this view are ſinners, elett as 
well as non- elef; for there is no difference in this 
reſpect (5), for all have ſinned in Adam their natu- 
ral * (); for as Adam ſinned in violating the 
expreſs and ſolemn command of God (u), ſo all 
his poſterity ſinned in him, and were in a law ſenſe 
condemn'd, as tho' it had been their own abt and 
deed; for By the offence of one judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation (w); for the wages of 
7 1 15 death (55. Hence we are all under ſin, Jews 
and 


0 1 Thed. iv. 17. (g) 1 Cor. xv. 22. () Rom. v. 12. 
44] Rom. iii. 22, 23. (2) Rom. ix. 3. (2) Gen. ii. 16, 17. 
(w) Rom. v. 18, (x) Rom, vi. 23. 
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ured Gentiles, elect and non- elect ()); for God hath 
concluded them all in unbelief (z), i. e. in Adam, in 
ta law ſenſe and by nature in themſelves, that he 
might have mercy upon all the ele&, to whatever 


nation, kindred, tongue or people, they belong. 


CONTINUALLY. 


6) Rom. iii. 9. 
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Now, as being the ſeed and deſcendants of natu- 


Eral Adam, we all bring a corrupt, and ſinning nature 
Vith us into the preſent world: So ſays King Da- 
vid, Behold I was, ſays he, 
and in ſin did my mother conceive me (a). The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked 
(5). And I know that no language can fully or ſuf- 


Jhapened in iniguity: 


ficiently deſcribe the odious nature, either of the 
filthineſs or deceitfulneſs of our hearts; it is what the 


Abpoſtle ſtiles s 1d, that dwelleth in us (c), the old 


man, &c. So that ſin is a real creature, a being that 
exiſts; whoſe principal reſidence or ſeat 1s in the 


heart of fallen man: and, oh! what a deviliſh (d), 
| envious nature, or (e) ſpirit, dwelleth in every man; 
even in the ſubjeRs of grace, or real profeſſors (/ ), 
as well as the prophane, for out of the heart, ſays 


Chriſt, 


proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteres, 


fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies (g). 


And God jaw that the wickedneſs of man was great 
in the earth, and that EVERY IMAGINATION OF 
THE THOUGHTS OF HIS HEART WAS ONLY EVIL 
The carnal mind i 75 ENMITY a- 

gainſt 


(z) Rom. xi. 32. (a) Pfal. Ji. 5. 
(„c) Rom. vii. 17, 18. (d) James iii. 15. 
Y Rom. vii. 14, &c. 

Gen. vi. 53 


\ 


(6 1 Jer. Xvii. 9. 
(e) James iv. 5. 


g Mat. xv. 19. 
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gain / God for it is not ſubjeR to the law of God nei= 


ther indeed can be (hk). Thus in, and by Adam, 


we all fell into a ſtate of ſin and death; and great 


by indeed was the fall. Hence we are ſaid to be dead 
in treſpaſſes and fans (i). 


Nov this ſtate of being dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 
which is the condition of every man by nature, lies 
in theſe two points of view. 1ſt. Sinful ſelf, and 
2ndly. Righteous ſelf; which conſiſt and terminate, 
1ſt, in an active enmity, rebellion, and oppoſition 
againſt God, under the influence of ſelf will, car- 
ral inclinations, and corrupt principles, headed and 
actuated by the Devil (A. \\* 1:5 88 

Hence it comes to paſs, that a man may be a ſtrict 
adherent to, and a punctual attender on all the exter- 


nal parts of religious worſhip, public and private, 


and apparently very divout—A preacher, civil and 
courteous in his behaviour—honeſt and juſt in 
all his dealings—and do many, very many 
deeds that call for the reſpect of his fellow men; 
and yet all this while, as a natural man, or fallen 
creature, be an enemy to God, for his ſoul is dead 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe : As for God, he knows not, nor 
deſires to know, any thing at all about him—He 
ſees nor feels no need of Chriſt and his righte- 


3F ouſneſs—And as for the Holy Ghoſt, they can be, 


and are, in their own views and apprehenſions, very 
religious without him: all which fully proves, that the 
ſoul is dead in fin, and can of itſelf no more act in 


a ſpi- 


Rom. viii. 7. Ci) Eph, ii. 1. (4) Eph. ii. 2. Tit. iii. 3. 
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| 4 a Gpiricial way and manner, or think ſpiritually: of 
$ ſpiritual things as ſuch, than a man who has been 
ſeven years corporeally dead, can of himſelf ariſe 
and walk (the one is as eaſy to be performed as the 
other); and this appears from the corrupt and be- 
If nighted views he has of divine things which mani- 
—_ fects itſelf in all he does: For, 1ſt, Is he an exter- 
- | | nally religious or civil man? He makes it his righ- 
_ tcouſneſs, in whole or part, to juſtify himſelf in the i 
a of God: (1) ; and thereby oppoſeth, and endea- MM 
yours to ſet aſide the righteouſneſs of God (m): Is WM 
| he liberal in the diſpoſement of his alms? It is to 
E procure, or merit the favour of God, or the king- 
| dom of heaven (n); or to get the applauſe of his 
F fellow-creatures (o). StLy is at the bottom of all 
he does, and therefore he hopes to riſe by MERIT; 
and as it is the man himſelf that does theſe things; 
ſo he ſuppoſes every body elſe can, or may, if they 
WT will, in ſome ſoß or other, do the fame; 
which fills him with ſelf ability, and ſelf importance; 
and then his deceived heart leads him to contend for a 
il natural free will or power in man to do that which is 
1 ny good, under a miſtaken idea of taking 
his civility, alms' deeds, his repentance and faith, 
| (which he thinks every body may act or do if they 
— his prayers, and external ſervices for ſpiritual 
adts and exerciſes, and falſely calls them communion 
| | vith Got: and arrogantly aſſerts, That God is 
i 1 | well 
[i = 7 . ix. 31—33. 3 Rom. x. 3. (n) Mat. xix. 16. 
1 8 (a) Mat vi. , 2 
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vel leaſed wh them, and with him on aha account | 
of them, when in fact it is the old man, with his 
deeds (p), or the old man in a religious or ſelf righ-] 


teous dreſs, which is corrupt according to the de- 


certful luſts ( 7). 


Now it ſhould be obſerved, that all mankind} in 1 | 
Adam, in a law ſenſe, and in themſelves, are 


SINN ERS, elect as well as non-ele@; and ſo are 
fallen creatures. Yet by the fall, the elect did not 
fall out of God's love or favour, being loved with an 
eternal and unalterable love. They 
out of Chriſt, and thereby loſe their perſonal intereſt 
in him, being choſen in him before the foundation 
| of the world. Neither are they the children of 
God to-day; and to-morrow the children of the 
devil In a ſtate of grace and favour with God to- 
No; the Bible con- 
tains no ſuch kind of arminian trumpery ; which 


would really be the caſe, if ever the love or favour 
of God were loſt towards the objects of it, or thoſe: 
who were choſen in Chriſt, to be diſpoſſeſſed of an 


intereſt in him. Hence it is, that altho' the ele& 
are finners in themſelves; yet it is in Chriſt that 
they are what they are in the light of God, before 


time, in time, and to all eternity; and not on the 


account of what they are in themſelves, or by vir- 
tue of any works or doings of their own; either in 
whole or part, before or after they are manifeſtatively 
made the partakers of divine and ſovereign grace. 

0 Ox: 


: (% Eph, 3 | 


(p) Col. Ill, 9. 


did not fall 
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0 J arion. — But is it not faid, Follow peace with 
Wall men, and noLINEss without which no man Jy 
the Lord (7)? 1 


is "ll enn t is true; and the cleft will be FA 
5 each in God's own time, way and manner, as 
ta meetneſs to capacitate them for the participation and 
enjoyment of thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings granted, and 
W effectually ſecured to them, in the divine ſettlements 
Jof grace between the Eternal Father, Son and Spirit, 
before time began (s): but not as a condition, or 
qualification, upon which the bleſſings of divine 
grace are ſuſpended; neither indeed was 
t ever intended, or deſigned, to ſet aſide, 
or make the obedience of the Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt obſolete; nor to be our juſtifying righte- 
oulneſs, ; in whole or part, in the fight of God (o). 
Thus have I briefly endeavoured to ſtate the 
difference of the ele& in the preſent world; as being 
conſidered in two different heads or perſons, as Chriſt 
and Adam. Hence it is recorded, In Adam all die: 
ven /o in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive (u) ; which 
WA is true reſpecting the all of the choſen and redeemed 
of the Lord, for they will eternally live with him 
8 in glory; but not ſo of the all or every individual 
bf mankind, becauſe reſpecting thoſe who were not 
a choſen and redeemed by Chriſt, they live and die in 
| their fins, and ſo are under the power of eternal 
| death for ever hereafter. | So theſe paſſages ſpeak 
"of 


(s) Eph. i. 18. (2) If, xlv. 24.25, 
(u) 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. 
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of what the elect are with the reſt of mankind in ani 
by Adam, in a natural view; and alſo what they arg 
in and by Chriſt, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, from 
the reſt of mankind: And ſo it is written, For & 
by one man's diſobedience many were made SINNERS 
50 by the obedience of one ſhall many be made RIGH 
TEOUS (uv); for ſince by man came death, by mani 
came alſo the reſurrection of the dead. So th 
Church in this world, is alſo ſet forth in it's com 
plex ſtate; As black, but comely (x): Black: by 
nature, and in themſelves as ſinners (y); but comel 
in the ſight of God, as being in Chriſt, and all fai 
without a ſpot (z). So they are allo ſaid to be final 
ners in themſelves (a); but as righteous in Chriſty 
as tho' they never had ſinned (50. Therefore 
what will ye ſee in the $HULAMITE; as it were 
the company of two armies, grace and fin, fleſh 
and Spirit. But to return, Sir. | © 8 
III. You aſſert that your holy, ſelf-righteous 
image, or New Creature, is neceſſary or available 
_* to render us acceptable to him, 1. e. God.“ 
But who told you ſo? Did ever the Prophets 
Chriſt, or any of his Apoſtles teach, or appoint 
you to preach this doctrine? If they did, you 
ought to have produced ſome teſtimonials of it; or 
told us in what part, or whereabout it is ſo recor- 
ded in God's Holy Word; or do you vainly im 
agine that every body are ſo far prieſt-ridden as to 
take all they hear upon truſt, and ſo bow to the 
| F 2 prieſtly 
(o 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. (x) Cant. i. 5. Pſal. xxxviii. 3 
5 Cant. iv. 7, (4) Tim, $24 (5) 2 Cor, 5 7 
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vrieſtly ſceptre of PoIsHINTALLIBILIT Y altho' 
every true calviniſtic proteſtant aeknowledges that 
the church of Rome moſt ſhamefully hath erred, 
in dottrine and practice: And if I miſtake not, 
Sir, as a profeſſed proteſtant divine, you moſt 
Sg Ihametfully have erred too, in making your New 
= Creature the ground or foundation of our accept- 
ance with God; or that for which we are accepted 

of him. Can any thing be more repugnant to the 
= >criptures, or contrary to the experience of the 
people of God? Syrely no; it cannot be; and 
pet Mr. BraTtcurord ſays, © It becomes me as 
“an ambaſlador from on high, and a ſupporter and 
“ recommender of the dottrines of Jeſus Chriſt, to 
declare it unto. you, p. 6, Gentlemen of the 


= 


ful woe 1s denounced, Woe unto them that call evil 
good, &c. But the dottrine of acceptance with 
bod is an eſtabliſhed and well known truth, reveal- 
ed in the Bible, and teſtified of by the Spirit in 
che perſonal experience of every child of God, 
chat the only ground of his acceptance, or that for 
Es which he is accepted of God, is in the Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt alone, without any works of their's; and 
cherefore Chriſt is the only and alone foundation 
of acceptance with God; and not Mr. BLATCRH“Eô 
= roxDd's New Creature, the Arminian's faith and 
bolineſs, nor the Neonomans' ſincere obedience 
do the New Remedial Law or Goſpel, as they term 
ns ©] *; it. 
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it. Now the doctrine of acceptance might be con- 
ſidered in a two-fold view: — iſt. The acceptance 
of the perſons; and—endly. Their works, or 
WM ſervices. _ ne” 2 
iſt. As to the acceptance of the perſons; This 
Vas when God the Father fixed his eternal love in 
Chriſt upon a certain and particular number of his WM 
creatures, and bleſſed them with all ſpiritual bleſ- 
W ings, in heavenly places, in Chriſt; and alſo choſe 
and elected them in him before the foundation of 
the world. And this 1s what the Apoſtle means, 


by being made AccEPTED in the Beloved. Hence 
W it is recorded in a congratulatory manner by Paul, 
of himſelf, and the ſaints at Epheſus; Bleſſed be the 
= God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who Wl 
HATH bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in hea- 
venly places in Chriſt: according as he hath choſen 
Us in him before the foundation of the world, thab 
we ſhould be holy and without blame before him in 
| Love: having predeſiinated us unto the adoption , 
children by Feſus Chriſt to himſelß, according to the 
good pleaſure of his will, to the praiſe of the glory 
of his GRACE, wherein he HATH made us accepted 
in the beloved (c): And it was declared with an 
28 2udible voice from heaven, when Chriſt was bap- 
7 tized of John in the river Jordan, And lo à voice 
7 From heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved so, IN 
uon Iam well pleaſed (d). And this acceptance 
of the perſons of all the elect in Chriſt, their head 
„ A Ly and 
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nd. beendete (e), hefors the world began, 
without any reſpe& had to works (V). And no 
others but them were ſo accepted, nor ever will 
be. Hence it was that all that ever Chriſt did, in 
the counſel of God, and in entering into a covenant 
of- grace with the divine Father in eternity, &c. 
Vas for them, and not for himſelf; ſo he being 
every way qualified to act in their behalf (g), and 
bd become reſponſible for them, was accepted in a 
covenant view, in the behalf of the whole, and 
chey in him; for the very idea of Chriſt being the 
1 repreſentative and head of the elect, duly conſidered 
_ with what is recorded of him in that capacity in 
WW the Scriptures, is a ſufficient teſtimony of the ac- 
ceptance of their perſons. And Jeſus liſt up his 
= eyes, and ſaid Father I thank thee that thou haſt 
_ hard me. And I know that thou heareſt me AL- 
was, but becauſe of the people which ſtand by J 
id ils that they may believe that thou haft * me 
(4). So that the ſuppoſed holineſs, or works of 
= the creature man, can in no ſenſe be neceſſary or 
available, either in whole or part, to render him 
acceptable to God; ſeeing it is in the beloved alone 
that any are accepted. 
2ndly. Now all, and every one of thoſe who 
were loved, choſen, and thus accepted in Chriſt 
the beloved, by the effectual working of the Holy Wl 
Ghoſt, in due time have been (i), ſtill are, and 
wall be, brought to the TING: de of 
it 


1 ) Col. i. 15—19. (/) 2 Tim. i i. 9. 0 Pſal. Ixxxix. 3, . 
John xi. 41, 42. 7) Eph, iv. 1 7 
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it here, according to the meaſure of grace given to 
them; ſo conſequently they are enabled at times to 


XZ worſhip God in a ſpiritual manner (i), and to offer J 
up ſpiritual ſacrifices acceptable to God by Jeſus | 


Chriſt (7). Now it is under the Spirit's operations 
that they are made to do good works acceptable to 
God, he working in them that which is well-plea- 

ſing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom ll 
be glory for ever and ever, Amen (n); and 


not to Mr. BTIATCHTORD's meritorious New Wl 


Creature. = 
IV. You aſſert the neceſſity and all-avail- 


ableneſs of your aſtoniſhing, p. 14, New Creature, 


as being the ſinner's pure robe of righteouſneſs, as 


well as that for which we are reſpeQed in the cauſe 


of juſtification before the moſt high God, p. 6, 7 
—20; for ſpeaking of thoſe who, you vainly im- 
agine, are ſo pure, perfect, and compleatly chan- 
ged, according to the model of your preachment, 
you ſay, © Inſtead of the tattered garb of unrigh- 


1 teouſneſs, WE ARE CLOATHED in the pure robe 


of righteouſneſs and grace,“ p. 20. Not a word, 
Sir, in all your Sermon about the everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs Gn of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the pureſt, 
the beſt robe (o), the only wedding garment (9) 


for a poor unworthy ſinner to appear in, in the fight 


of God. No; this would have degraded your holy 
image too much; and beſides, ſuch old faſhion, 
2 5 „ . ©" patriarchal 


(4). John ive 3. (1) 1. Pet. ii. 5. (n] Heb. xiii. 21. 
() Dan. ix. 24, (e) Luke xv. 22. (5) Mat, xxii. 11, 12. 
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e (a), prophezic (7), 5 (5), ke 8 

viniſtic doctrine as this is, does not ſuit ſuch perfeRt, 
p, 31, pure, p. 2 1, and holy, p. 21, kind of beings as 

chat learned and reverend divine, Mr. BLATCHTORD 
of Topſham, Devon, and ſome of his aſſociates; 
br altho' hey aſſert with Mr. BLATCHTOR D“ that 
|. utero is by faith in Chriſt,” p. 6, yet the 
1 ole of their ſubjects, in general, terminate in ma- 
ng faith the matter or material cauſe of juſtificati- 
6, orthat for which any are juſtified in the ſight of 
+ God, as he does his new creature; for without i It none, 
they fay, are in a juſtified ſtate: and if none are in 
a juſtified ſtate in the ſight of God till they believe, 
and upon believing become juſtified, then faith is 
"1: 48 their juſtification, or the material cauſe of it, in the 
—_ {ight of God, and not Chriit ; which is a fundamen- 
al error, and oppoſite to the revealed will of God 
ee): and not only ſo, but in general they are ſo 
i confuſed, and inconſiſtent on the ſubject, that they 
Wild 95 explain their meaning of juſtification by faith 
n Chriſt ; for ſometimes it is faith, the New Crea- 
Wi Vive, or whatever they are pleaſed to term it; ſome- 
= times it is Chriſt ; and ſometimes it is both together, 
W which they make the matter of Juſtification before 
God; and ſuch equivocal and uncertain ſound do 

their arminian trumpets give. For my own, part, 
I freely confeſs I have heard many of thoſe daubers 
—_ (:), and warpers; but in all my life I never heard 
one of them yet fairly, e and conſiſ- 
| | tently 


() 2 Pet. i 1 (Fo) Jer xi. 6. {s 0 Rom. x. 1—10. 
„ ) Iſa. v. 20—25. (z) Ezek. xill. 11—15. 


—_ 


* 7 
—— Mc... 
U _- — — 


on, THE ARMIN IAN UNMASKZD, 49 


by 
Þ —_— 


tently ſtate the grand doQrine of a full and complete 
juſtification by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
alone, and ſteadily to abide by it, in making it the 
grand ſubje& of their miniſtry ; for if they touch 
upon it in one ſermon, they'll ſurely contradiet it in 
the ſame, or in another; and fo it might be juſtly? 
ſaid, reſpecting all the grand, eſſential, and foundation? 
doctrines of the everlaſting goſpel of Chriſt : Let 
the text be whatever it will, they are entirely o- 


mitted, or but very obſcurely mentioned by them; 
but creature power, creature holineſs, and works! 


| works! is their darling theme from ſabbath to ſab- 
bath, and year after year, as verſified by the Poet: 


Thus they play on from year to year, 
On the arminian dulcimer : 

And let the text be what it will, 
Their ſubje&-matter is Free Will. 


And yet ſuch ſtile themſelves calviniſts, goſpel 


preachers, miniſters of Chriſt, &c. when it is no- 


thing but a dead-letter miniſtry, a dull prieſt, and 
a dull people. The ſenſe of all true, genuine pro- 
teſtants on juſtification by faith is not that any are 
| juſtified by the habit, or act of faith; but by the 
object of faith, Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, with 
which the faith of God's eleQ, when in exerciſe, is 
converſant; and not ſelf purity, or ſelf righteouſ- 
neſs, as ſome modern arminians aſſert,. That it 
* was not faith to believe againſt our feelings; 
| © And that before we can be ſaid to believe, there 
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e muſt be fmbchiri Wund d in us, i. e. e 


qualification or other. But to return: © In Chriſt 
_— the chriſtian faith—in the cauſe of juſti- 
cation before the moſt high God—you are x or, 

* you will not be xEsPECTED according to circum- 


s cifon or uncircumciſion, but according to the 
new creature.” p. 6, 7. Thus, according to Mr. 
EBLATCHFORD'S gibberiſh, his ſuppoſed new creature 
zs made the efficient, or effective cauſe of juſtificati- 
on; for according to it he ſays, we are RESPECTED 
in the cauſe of juſtification before the moſt high 
God: ſo conſequently without it there can be no juſ- 
*tification at all; then what is become of Chriſt and 
| his perſonal obedience to the law and juſtice of God, 


in and on the behalf of his people? Why it is 
trampled under foot, as a thing of no conſequence 


in the eyes of thoſe who are for exalting themſelves, 
and deſpiſing the Saviour, as Mr. BTATCHTORD 


Has in ſetting up himſelf under the idea of being a 


BR. (5) Ian x 3% 


= new creature, and in making that new creature 
= a Demi-God, p. 33, and ſaviour, to the diſhonour 
and denying of the only wiſe God our Saviour, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when every one who knows what 

it is really and truly to be made anew in Chriſt Jeſus, 
knows that it is not in any ſenſe their juſtifying 
- righteouſneſs, in whole or part, before God; but 
do ſweetly and harmoniouſly join with the redeemed 
of the Lord, in declaring that in the Lord have 1 
> kf ans 1 firength ig This: is che —_— 
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of grace, and not of works; the experimental lan- 
guage of one who is made a New Creature in Chriſi 
Jeſus; and he's determined to give Chriſt all the- 
glory: But Mr. BrArchronkp's devonſhire, armi- 
nian, New- creature language is very. different; i 
being that of the old man in a phariſaical or ſelf righ- 
teous garb, for his ſpeech bewrayeth him; for when 
he ſpeaks, he ſpeaks of himſelf; his own power, p 
33, holineſs, p. 21, and righteouſneſs, p. 20; and 
not of Chriſt, and his ſalvation, or the work of his 
Spirit upon the hearts of his people; neither doth 
he give God the glory due to his moſt holy name 3 
for ſo far as the creature man is exalted, ſo far 
Chriſt is debaſed: and ſo far as man is debaſed and 
put down, as to the ſaving of himſelf, in whole or 
part, fo far is Chriſt exalted, and e enen 
uy us. 

I ſhall now in a few particulars attempt to prove 
that none are RESPECTED in the cauſe of juſtifi= 
cation before the moſt high God, according to the 
New Creature. 

iſt. It is entirely owing to the ſovereign, uncon- 
ditional, and -unmerited grace, love, or favour o 
God alone, that any are juſtified; and not. from, 
or on the account of any works done by worth ori 
worthineſs, found in thoſe who are the ſubjeas of 
it, any more than in thoſe who are not. And ſo it is 

written, That being juſtiied by his RACE, we ſhould il 
be made hears, according to the hope of eternal l fe (x). 
ö G 2 Anda 


(x) Titus iii. 7. 
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all things are of God, who hath reconciled 
0 himſelf by Fefus Chriſt, and hath given to us, 
lays Paul, {he miniſtry of reconciliation. Paul did 
not ſerve four years' apprenticeſhip at an academy, 
to learn to read the miniſtry of reconciliation to the 
people as a ſchool-boy reads his leſſon to his maſter: 
No; it was given to him by Chriſt, and hath given 
vos the miniſtry of reconciliation; the accom- 
ichment or ſucceſs of which was not to be ſuſpen- 
on the free will of man, in his comply ing with 
Pertain terms, and accepting of what ſome ſuperſtiti- 
| pully and ignorantly term The propoſals of peace, 
and offers of grace, to make it effectual. No; but, 
Wo wit, to publiſh, and proclaim, That God was, 
not, that God is to-day or to-morrow, if you'll re- 
pent and believe: No, but that God was in Chriſt, 
reconciling the world, (not every individual of man- 
Kind) but the world whom he ſo loved (y), i. e. the 
ſohjects of his eternal complacency, delight and 
Choice, here called the world“, unto himſelf, not 
= © imputing. 


_ "0808 0) John iii. 16, 
| he term World, is variouſly uſed and applied, according to 
the nature of the ſubject, whether in a particular, or more gene- 
ral point of view. In general it means the univerſe, or whole 
Iyſtem of created beings, &c. Iſa. xlv. 12; but when uſed in a par- 
ticular and limited ſenſe, it ſigniſies a part of the whole, and 
the whole of that part which is expreſſed ; So it is recorded, An 
He! the World wondered after the Be asT ; by which is not meant 
every individual perſon then in the world, but only a part of 
the whole world, becauſe it was given to the beaſt to make war 
wich the ſaints, Thus, tho' ALL the world here don't ſignify 
Ss. YN 1 
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imputing their treſpaſſes unto them ; it being an af 
paſſed and done, it needs no reiteration; And hath 
o ; : | | f * * b. . committed 


i 


world that wondered after the beaſt, and falſe prophets,” to 
encounter the ſaints. Acts xx. 28—30. So ſaid the phariſee 
John xii. 19, of Chrift, Behold the World is gone after him; by 
which they did not mean, every individual perfon- then in the 
known world; but only thoſe perſons that followed him, "which 
they here termed the World; which muſt be few. indeed when 
compared to that vaſt number of individuals, or perſons, that 
then compoſed the known, or whole world. So Chriſt him- 
felf, particularly makes uſe of the term World in a reſtrictiye 
ſenſe, with reference to the elect, John vi, 33, as well as the 
non: elect, John xvii. 9. So the term World, in the paſſages 
referred to, being taken as a part of the whole world, or as an 
huyperbolical expreſſion for many, and applied to the elect, aa 
choſen from among the reſt of mankind in Chriſt, and the Many 
given by the Father to him, John xvii, 2, to be by him in time 
redeemed and ſaved, plainly ſets forth that grand covenant 
tranſaction in eternity, as a mutual compact and agreement 
between the Father and Son, as well as a key to thoſe paſſages 
of Scripture, wherein the term wok LD, or WHOLE WORLD, 
is expreſſed, as being intereſted in the ſpecial and peculiar be- 
nefits of redemption by Chriſt ; which being underſtood of the 
cklect, do eminently ſet forth the NY texts in their 
original ſenſe, beauty, and harmony with the doctrine of grace; 
as perſonal election; particular redemption; juſtification by im- 
puted righteouſneſs; effectual calling; and the final perſeverance 
of the ſaints, + | e 1 
Behold the Lamb of God, aubich taketh away the fin of the Mord, 
John, i. 29. And he is, ſays St. John, the propitiation for our fins, * | 
and not for our's only, but alſo for the fins of the whole World. 1 John, 
ii. 2. And wwe have ſeen and db teflify, that the Father ſent the nl 
Som to be the Saviour of the World. 1 John iv. 14. For God ſent | x 
not his Som into the World to condemn the World, but that the World - 
through him might be ſaved, John iii. 17. All which | Fen 7 
Pp | | © JateLy*- 


the whole, world, yet it ſignifles the whole of that part of the | 
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= committed unto us, ſays Paul, the word of reconci- 
ation (2); not the terms or propoſals of it, to 
Eto be made up between man and man, if the man 
will comply, as ſome blind guides aſſert. No; but 
the word of reconciliation, i. e. the account, tidings, 
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meſlage, or declaration of it, which is contained in 


che Word of God; and this upon the foundation 
ok a real covenant tranſaction (a), which took place 
between the Father and Son, before time began (6), 
in, and on the behalf of the elect, where Chriſt ap- 
peared and engaged by ſtipulation, as the great Co- 
venant-head and repreſentative of the whole of his 
elect body, or church (c), in which he was every 


thing for them to God, that a juſt God required: 
and he was really conſidered to be that to them, what- 
ever they might ſtand in need of to ſalvation. Hence 
the people of God are ſaid to be cixcuMcisED in 
Wo Him, 


lutely true reſpecting the elect, as Chriſt declares, Aud this is the 


_ Father's will, which hath ſent me, that of all which ys HATR 
- GIVEN ME, 4 /hould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the 
laſt day. John vi. 39. But not ſo as to the world at large, or 


the whole world in a general view, i. e. every individual of 


Adam's race; for à certain rich man died, and was buried, and in 


HELL He lifted up his eyes, being in torments. Luke xvi. 22, 23; 


and it is ſaid of Judas, who by tranſgreſſion fell, hat he might 


go to his own PLACE, Acts i. 25, which would not have been 


the caſe had they been veſſels of mercy, and for whom Chrift 


died. No; Chriſt ſhed not his precious blood in vain. . 
i; © Nexer ſhall Satan, boa ing, tell ; 

That he has part of Chriſt in hell. 

(a) 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. (a) Gal. iii. 17. (6) 2 Tim. i. 9. 
| > he (c) Eph. V. 23. | — 8 FF 
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him, to be cRUcIrIED With him, and DEAD, BU= 


RIED, and RISEN with him, and to, fit together in 


heavenly places rx RHS, altho many of them are 
yet unborn: So in this view, the elect with pro- 
priety may be conſidered in a juſtified ſtate, or as 
being in Chriſt their Head juſtified from eternity, he 
being their ſubſtitute, and ſurety ; and therefore it 


is ſaid to be freely By HIS GRACE (d); as it mult} 


undoubtedly be of pure and unconditional grace int 
the heart of God towards them, that could ever in- 
duce the Lord thus to deal with them, in making 
ſuch a ſure, effeQtual, and never-failing proviſion 


for their preſent, future, and everlaſting welfare. 
2ndly. Thus in conſequence of a ſecret union? 


to, and a covenant relation with, Chriſt (e), in the 
fulneſs of time, the time appointed of the Father in 
the everlaſting contract, Chriſt came both to do and 
ſuffer the will of God for their ſalvation (/). Hence 
he was made of a woman (g), made under the law 
(), to redeem thoſe, 1. e. his ele& who fell in Adam 
(i), and ſo were under the law (k), and by nay 
under the malediction of it even as others (J), 1 


fulfilling the law which they had broken, and in 


bearing the wrath and curſe of God (m), due to 
them for it, in his own body on the tree (n); was 
buried, and roſe again the third day (o); in all 
which he 7 _ oO brought 1 in, an everlaſt- 


4) wh: iii. 24 (e) Heb, ii. 11. (J Join 38—40. 
(g) Luke i. 28—33. (5) Luke ji. 21. Gal. v. 3. 


17) 1 Cor. xv. 22. (1) Gal. iv. 4, 5. (7) Iſa. li. 10. | | 
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ing 
room, and ſtead, as their ſu 


itute or ſurety ; and 
demanded, it fully received from his hands on their 
Vor us, who knew no fin, that we might be made the 


deemed us from the curſe of the law, being made 
Fa curſe for us; for it is written, Curſed is every one 


l that hangeth on a tree (r). Therefore as by. the 9. 


Vence of one, judgment came upon all men to condem- 


ation, even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the Free 


V came upon all elected men unto juſtification of 
%s). Who was delivered for our offences, and 
raiſed again for our juſtification (t). And ſo it 
ſtands recorded for the ſupport and ſtrengthening of 
the faith of God's ele, amidſt the furious attempts 
of their enemies, who are for razing the very foun- 
dation of their hope and happineſs; I mean com- 
pleat juſtification by the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt alone, applied by the Spirit, and enjoyed by 
faith: No weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall 
proſper, and every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt thee 


in judgment, thou ſhalt condemn : This is the heri- 
tage of the ſervants of the Lord, and their righte- 
| ouſneſs is of me, ſauh the Lord (u). 

From what has been advanced, it is plain that 


None are RESPECTED in the cauſe of juſtification 
| | before 
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righteouſneſs for them 055 in their lay, place, 
Whatever the law required, or the juſtice of Gd 
account; for he hath made him, i. e. Chriſt, 20 be fin 
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righteouſneſs of God in him (g). Chriſt hath re- 


* (9) 2 Cor. v. 21. (] Gal. iii. 13. : 
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before the moſt high God acting to "RY new i 
creature, as the grand moving cauſe of juſtification W 
is the unmerited love or grace of God alone; 'for 
who ſhall, or who can, with any ſucceſs, men, con- 
ſcience, law, or devils, lay any thing to the charge 

/ God's elect, ſeeing it is God that juſtifies (u) ® 
Moreover, whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo 
— * and whom he called, them he alſo juſtifies 

And the only matter, or material cauſe, of 
ha juſtification of the ele, as fallen in Adam, and 
in themſelves sINNERS, and by nature the children 
of wrath, even as others (9), in a law ſenſe, and in 
the eye of divine juſtice, is by the perſonal under- 
takings and work of Chriſt (z): his incarnation; 
birth, circumciſion, baptiſm, ſorrowful life (a), ig- 

nominious death (5), burial and reſurrection (o), 
called his obedience and death; and not Mr: 
Brarchronp's holified new creature, or faith, p. 
14, either in whole or part. 

Be it known unto you, therefore, men and brad 
thren, that through this man (i. e. Chriſt Jeſus,) is 
preached (not offered, ) unto you the forgiveneſs of. 
2 ins. And by him (not faith, or the new creature, al 
all that believe ARE (tis not to ſay they ſhall, or 
may be juſtified, but x R) juſtified from all things, Wl 
From which ye could not be juſtified by the law of Wl 
Moſes, or goſpel works of your own (d). Beware 
therefore, ye free-willers, ye merit-mongers, and 

Me: . 2: 08 E 

( wv) Rom, viii. 33. (x) Rom. viii. 30. (5) Eph. ii. 1-3. 

{z) Heb. x. 6—10. (a) Iſa. Iii. 3. (6) Mat. xxvii. 35. 11 

8 (e) 1 Cor, xv. 1-4. 4 Iſa. Ixiv, 6. | 
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Helf-righteous. arminians, of whatever order, claſs, 
name, or denomination, . leſt that come upon You 
| which.is ſpoken of in the Prophets, Bekold, ye de- 
piſers, 2 wonder and periſh, for I work a work 
in your days, A WORK you ſhall in no wiſe believe, 
[ | though a man declare it unto you (e). 

Now reſpecting thoſe paſſages that ſeemingly 

1 ſpeak of juſtification by faith (/), as though faith 
vas part of juſtification, and on which the arminians 
lay ſuch great ſtreſs, they are to be underſtood as 
[ {ſpeaking of Chriſt (g) the object of faith, and not of 
che habit or act of faith, ſeeing every believer then 
| would have 1n whole or . part a righteouſneſs of his 
& own; from which Paul moſt earneſtly. pray'd to be 
delivered (). Beſide, if this was the caſe, there 
WH would be no need of the complete and conſummate 
righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus alone. Allo, it is a 
. blending or confounding of juſtification. with ſancti- 
fication, which are two diſtinct branches in the e- 
conomy of divine grace (i). Thus many, when 
"they get into the dark and ſmoky mount of confu- 
ion, bewilder themſelves and their hearers, in not 
making, and keeping up, a proper and experimental 
- diſtinction between nature and grace, law and goſpel, 
truth and error, ſalvation and regeneration, juſtifi- 
cation and ſanQification, &c. ſo that when the preach- 
meut is over, the people are juſt as much at a loſs 
about the ſubje& of it, as though they had never 
heard it, —_— been ſo full of ſelf. contradic- 
tions 


( Acts xiii. 38, 39. (f) Rom: iv. 3, 5, g,—V. 8 
12] Gal. iii. 2 5. (+) Philip. it, 8, 9. (i) 1 Cor. i. 90 85 5 
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tions and confuſion. Hence we are told by. ſome 
underminers, without any definition, —* Tis by 
faith we are juſtified,” —* ?Tis by faith we are 
made the children of God,” . And it is faith that 
* unites us to Chriſt,” — for without it, they ſay, no 
union, no ſonſhip, no juſtification, nor ſalvation, 
till we believe. So you ſee, faith does every thing, 
and Chriſt nothing at all: for it is faith as the crea- 
ture's own act in ſome ſenſe, and not Chriſt that's the 
ſubjeC of ſome of our modern academical preachers; 
but I am ſure it is not the faith mentioned by Saint 
Paul, that it might be of GRACE, to the end the pros 
miſe might be ng an to all the choſen ſeed (t). Upon 
Scripture authority I therefore oppoſe and rejett it, 
as diſhonourable to God, and deſtructive to the ſouls 
of men. 
V. 1 ſhall now proceed to diſprove the neceſ- | 
fity or availableneſs of Mr. BuaTcurorD's pre- 
tended new creature, as it concurs, or co-operates 
with God in effecting the work of ſpiritual creation, 
p. 33. But as this part of the ſubject is ſo dark in 
_ 4tſelf, for our better underſtanding of it, I ſhall re- 
hearſe ſome part of that little infignificant all that is 
ſaid on this head; with ſome remarks as T go by. 
And why I term it inſignificant is, becauſe the new 
creature, which is the pretended ſubjett of your 
ſermon, is greatly debaſed in its divine original, 
uſe, and end; being repreſented by carnal reaſon- 
ings, und human ſuppoſitions, through a ſalfe mir- 
2 ror; 8 
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ror; as the deſeription you have given of it by no 
means anſwers to that given of it in the Scriptures, 
W or in the leaſt tallies with the uniform faith and 


experience of the Lord's people. For to the law 


bend to the. teſtimony, faith God, / they ſpeak not 


E according to this Word, it is becauſe there is no light 
in them (I). And I am certain that there is no di- 
vine life, light, or power, in all that Mr. BuaTcu- 
EFORD has advanced; but a dead letter, a hetero- 
geneous heap of confuſed, inconſiſtent ideas, and 
elf. contradicting aſſertions, notwithſtanding it met 
with the approbation of more than twenty profeſ- 
F ftonal Divines, as it was publiſhed at the requeſt, 


@ — - _ * — 
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| truth (g) before them (r). But to return : 


i. e. by the entreaty and deſire of the miniſters, 
Kc. But the Lord ſays, There is no king, much 


leſs a man, ſaved by the multitude of an nosT (m); 


For vain is the help of man: And when any one or 


more contend againſt the Saviour, or the faith 


which was once delivered unto the ſaints (n), they 


had much better let it alone, than attempt the un- 


equal war; as it is promiſed that one man, in the 
cauſe of Chriſt and his truth „ /hall chaſe a thouſand 


(o) of the oppoſite fide ; and two put ten thouſand 
of them to fligſit (p). And why ſo? for the Lord 


Ek Cod, he it is that fighteth for you, and through 


im they ſhall be enabled to do valiantiy; for he 1t 
is that ſhall, and will, tread down the enemies of 


ba Having 


(4 14. viii. 20. (2 Pſal. xxxiii. 16. 8 1 ver. 3. 
| (9) Joſh, xxili. 10. * Heb. xi. 33, 34. (9) Pal, bx, 12. 
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0 Having (days Mr. BLarcHrORD) gone thro? | 4 
« the firſt part of the deſcription, that the new 


« creature conſiſted in a change of the whole man, 
« jt remains to be conſidered, that it is wrought by 


ce the operations of the Spirit of God.—Now it 
appears to me to be clearly expreſſed in the! 


« Scripture, that the Spirit of God is the efficient 


« —the principal cauſe of it. Man is required to 


« work out his own ſalvation with fear and trem= 
« bling, becauſe it is God who worketh in him, both 
* to will and to do, of his own good pleaſure con- 
1 cerning him. And there certainly is a power in 
« man, either to reſiſt or concur with the ſtrivings 
« of God's Spirit upon his heart: and hence ſo 


“many exhortations, not to grieve the Spirit of: 


« God; and ſo many expoſtulations, O that thou 
e hadſe known in this thy day, but now it is hid ſrom 
ce thine eyes! But concurrence by no means im- 
ce plies ability; and it is impoſſible that man can of 
* himſelf accompliſh this great work of ſalvation : 
« 1t muſt be done by the almighty power of God. » 
p. 32, 33. 
Whoever reads this 8 with attention, 
cannot but ſee what ſelf-contradictions it contains, 
unleſs they are ſo blind as bats, or overſwayed more 
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by the prejudices of academical education and il 


party, than divine and experimental TRUTH. For 
firſt, Mr. BLATCHTORD informs us, “ That the 
new creature is wrought by the operation of the 
« Spirit of God; and it appeared to him to be ſo 

« clearly 


* 
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3 e expreſſed in the Scriptures, that he ae- 
A knowledges the Spirit to be the efficient the 
principal cauſe of it.” Had he kept to this, and 
proceeded according to the clear light of Scrip- 
ure, it might have been well enough: But, ſe- 
Econdly, he immediately reels away from it, and 
Edown falls his cloak, or maſk, and the undiſguiſed 
EARMINIAN appears in his true and proper charac- 
ter; for, ſays he, Man is required to work out his 


© own ſalvation with fear and trembling, becauſe it 


| « ;; God who worketh m him, both to will and to do, 
0 his own good pleaſure CONCERNING HIM,” 

and in ſo doing, blends, or intermixes ſalvation 
E with the new creature, as though it was one and 
che ſelf ſame thing, when in fact there is an eſſen- 
tial difference in many reſpetts betwixt them; 
which ought ſtrictly to be attended to, or elſe a 


ſcene of confuſed inconſiſtences, and ſelf-contra- 


dictions, will take place; and ſometimes one thing 


will be advanced as truth, p. 11, 1. 28, and then 


another entirely as contrary and oppoſite to it as 
If light is from darkneſs, and both, p. 33, I. 7, with 
equal aſſurance and poſitiveneſs in the ſame ſer- 


mon; which transforms an apparently grave divine 
into a mean ſervile imitator, or mountebank, who 
by a deal of clamour and noiſy verbality of his 
own power, holineſs, and performances, wiſhes his 
auditory to take him on verbal credit to be that 
which in fact he really is not 09• 0 ſavati- 
on 


15 2 Cor. xi. 15. 
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on (t), in the executive part of it, was the ſole 
work and buſineſs of the Lord Jeſus alone, W 
compleatly accompliſhed (u) and rINISHED 1 
(w), for more than 1700 years ago (x). But the 
new creature, or new birth, is the ſpecial work and 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt (y) upon the hearts 
of the elect; being a progreſſive work, wherein the 
ſubjects of it are experimentally made to knowl 
and feel, that they are sINNVERS (z), condemned 
by the law (a), utterly incapable in the leaſt to 
help themſelves, in a loſt ſtate and condition in 
their own views and apprehenſions (5). In this 
deplorable caſe the ſame Spirit reveals, manifeſts, 
and applies Chriſt (c), the only friend of finners 
(d), as that majeſtic, adorable, and divine perſon, 
who has wrought out ſalvation, and brought in an 
everlaſting juſtifying righteouſneſs for them (e), in 
having fulfilled the law, and ſatisfied the juſtice of 
God in their behalf, and in giving them to know Wl 
their own perſonal intereſt in it (/). And this, 1 
fay, is the work of God the Holy Ghoſt ; and 
ſometimes it is called the faith of the operation e 
God (g); the work of faith, which nothing but the 
almighty power of God can perform (), and main- 
tain, For it is equally as eaſy for a man, nay any 
man, to create a world, to command the ſun to 
ſtand ſtill in the firmament at noon day, or to raife Wil 
* 8 | | the 
(e) Iſa. Ixiii. 5. (2) John xvii. 1—4. ( wv) Luke xxiv. 2527. 
(*) John xix. 30. (5 John iii. 5. ( z) Rom. vii. 18. 
(4) Gal. iii. 10, (65) Rom. vii. 9. (c) John xvi. 7-14. 
(4) Mat. xi. 19. (e)] Dan. ix. 24 (F) Ila. xlv. 24. 
| (2 Col. ii. 12. (b) Eph, i. 19, 20. 1 
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the lead out of their graves, as it is for him ſpiri- 
Foal to akt faith, or believe in the Lord Jeſus 


ging the work of God alone (i), and is ſtiled re- 
den (4), ſandctification, &c. (7). But no 
Pere that I can recolle&, in all the Bible, is it 
led ſalvation. Beſides, it intimates that God 
Nees ſo work in every man to ſalvation, if they 
vill but be. ſaved; for, ſays he, © Man is required 
to work out his 0wn ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bung. and the reaſon is, © becauſe it is God who 
[ec worketh in him both to will arid to do of his own 
I good pleaſure concerning him;” which is a very 
Falſe, rotten, and ſoul-deceiving aſſertion. 'FaLsE, 
Fas man is no where in all the Bible required to 
Work out his own ſalvation from ſin, law, wrath, 
tor hell; 1, e. to be his own ſaviour ad redeemer, 
ſeeing Chriſt to the full ſatisfaction, both of the 
Haw and juſtice of God, has already compleated it 
() for all thoſe that ſhall be ſaved (n); for Chr: ; 
ag not entered into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the TRUE; but into heaven 

ITSELF, Now to appear in the preſence of God for 
bus: Mor pet that he ſhould offer himſelf often, as the 
1972797 prieſi entereth into the holy place every year 
Ch 202th, the blood of others: For then muſt he often 
Have /u uffered fince the foundation of the world: but 
now ONCE, in the end of the world, hath he appear- 


ed to | put away in by the acres of him/elf. * 
„ 

1571 FM vi. 29. (4) Tit. iti. 4—6. /I) 1 Cor. vi. in 
| Vn Luke XXIV. «day 2 1 John X. 1 * .. 


a 
. 
* 
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Eau, or in the leaſt to contribute thereunto; Wi 
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as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment: So Chriſt was once offered to bear 
the fins of many (not every individual of man- 
kind, but the many choſen in him, and given te 
him by the Father (o); and unto them that look for 
dn, hall he appear the ſecond time, without ſin, unto 
ſaluation (p). For by one offering, he hath RTT 
ED FOR EVER them that are SANCTIFIED(q), 1. e. 
ſet apart for a divine uſe and end: So God bleſſed the i 
ſeuenth day and ſanctiſied it; becauſe that in it he 
had reſted from all his works (7): and accordingly 
he made it a law or commandment, and enjoined it 
upon the Jews to remember the ſeventh, or ſabbath. 
day, to keep it holy (s). Hence it was ſtiled the 
holy ſabbath (z); not that the ſeventh day was in it- 
ſelf more holy than any other day of the week be- 
ſide. No; but that day being by divine appoint- 
ment for a ſeaſon appropriated to external and ce- 
remoniouſly holy exerciſes, was deemed to be a 
holy and ſanctified day from amongſt the reſt. So 
the elect in themſelves as creatures, are equally the 
ſame as other men are, but as loved of God, choſen I 
in and predeſtinated unto eternal life by Chriſt be- 
fore the foundation of the world ; they were ſanttifi- 
ed, i. e. ſet apart in Chriſt from the reſt of mankind to 
the experimental enjoy ment of grace here, and eter- 
nal, glory hereafter: So that Chriſt iy once ofering 
up of hamſelf upon the croſs, hath, in a law ſenſe, 
and according to the exact requirements of divine 
FVV juſtice, 
6%) John Ii. 2. (1) Heb: N. 24—28, (9) Heb. x. 14. 
(e] Gen. ii. 2. () Exod, xx. 8. (2) Exod, xvi. 23. 
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uot by ine blood o/ goats and calves, but by: fits own 
Hood hie entered in oNnCE into tie holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us. So that the law 
and juſtice of God require no more ſacrifice, or 
attonement for ſin, as the offering of Chriſt on 
Mount Calvary did then and there openly, fully, 
and compleatly make ſatisfaction for the ſins of all 
His elect, both original, and actual; paſt; preſent, or 
to come (u). For this end he came into the world 
(w), and for their ſakes, ſays Chriſt, 7 ſanctiſy my/elf, 
that they alſo might be ſantiified through the truth 
(x). | For gor he that. ſandtiſieth, and they who are 
| Janfified, are all of one: for which cauſe he is not 
aſhamed: to call them brethren (y). Thus Chriſt 
did FIN ISE ſalvation, in making an end of fins, in 
making reconciliation for iniquity, and bringing 
in an everlaſting righteouſneſs (z). Therefore man 
is not required to work out his own ſalvation, in 
whole or part, by his own works, as his repentance, 
faith, prayers, &c. Neither. is there ſalvation in any 
| Other but Chriſt ; For there is none other name under 
Heaven given amongſt men whereby we muſe be 
It is a rotten, and ſoul-deceiving aſſertion: Be- 
8 cauſe God does not work in every man to ſalvation; 
neither indeed does he will the ſalvation of every 
an, OT N 


iſt. That 


(#) Rom. iii. 2426, (a) Heb. x. 9, 10. (x) John xvii. 19. 
5] Heb» ii. 10, 11. (z) Dan. ix. 24.  (@) Ac iv. 12. 
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aſh That God does not work in every rink to 
ſalvation is plain, as ALL are not ſaved ; and but 
very few even amongſt thoſe where the goſpel is 
preached. To this an enen the 1 
paſſages of Scripture: 

For they are not all Tirael; which are of Ijracl's 

neither becauſe they are the ſeed of Abraham, are 
they all children; but in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be cal 
led ; that is, They which are the children of the 
fleſh, only natural and profeſſional: Iſraelites, or 
chriſtians, theſe are not the children of God, al- 
though they may be the natural ſeed and deſcen- 
dants 5 believing parents, and ſo chriſtianized at the 
font by being ſigned with a croſs in the forehead, 
or ſprinkled with a little water in a baſon, to give 
them a covenant relation with God, &c. as the Jews 
of old were of Abraham in a natural view, and ſo 
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were circumciſed, in which they placed a deal of 


confidence: But the children of the promiſe are 
counted for the ſeed that ſhall be ſaved (5): and 
 whoiin time are ſavingly wrought upon, and from 
whom the Lord the Spirit will never depart (c). 
And this is the ſeed which the Lord hath bleſſed (d): 


and it is in vain for any to curſe them; for the 


Lord loveth judgment, and forſaketh not his ſaints 5 ail 
they are preſerved for EVER: but the ſeed of the 
17 ſhall be cut off (e).— Again, "i 


2ndly. For the preaching of the croſs i is to them Wl 


I 2 | | thal g 


(5) Rom. i ix. 6-8. ' (c) Iſa. Iix. 1. (4) Iſa. Ixi. 9. 
1 (<).Flalm xxxril. 28. WES 
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that PERISH lah — but 6 unto us which are TY 
ned, it is the power of God ; and to none elle; — 
though the. — Chriſt crucified is to the! eus 

| &: ſeumbling' block, and unto: the Greeks fooliſhneſs; 
BUT unto them which are called, both Fews and 
Greeks, Chrift is the power of God, and the en 
of God. M. Again, 


Chriſt ſays to "he ſelf ſufficient phatiſoes,. Enter 


ye an at the: ſtrait gate: for wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruction, AND 
MANY (obſerve it, and many, ) there be which go 
in theredt--becauſt ſtrait is the gate, and narrow 
& the way which leadeth unto life ; and rt there 
be that find it (g). Which clearly proves that God 
| does not work in every man to ſalvation, becauſe 
all are not the children of the promiſe; but there 
are many that are the children of the LESH, and 


theſe are not the children of God; for. they are of 


their father the Devil, and his works will they do. 


Neither does God will. the ſalvation of every 
man, for then none could be loſt ; which is c 


to the Word of Gd. 
ELſaius 40% crieth concerning Iſrael, T. hough the 


amber of: the children of 1ſrael be as the ſand of 


the ſea, a remnant fhall be Javed (). Even ſo then 
at this preſent time alſo, there is à remnant accord- 
ing to the election of grace (i). What then“ ſays 
Paul, /rael hath not obtained that which he ſeeketh 
Vor but the eleckion hath obtained it, and the reſt 


were 


. i. 18, 23, 24. | ( 1 vii. 13, 14. 
(% Rom. zx. 20, | 1 
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«ll 
were blinded ; According as it 1s:written, God hath 
given them the ſpirit of ſlumber, eyes that they ſhoultl 
not ſee, and ears that they ' ſhould not hear, unto this Wl 
day (k). For the Scripture /aith unto Pharaok, il 
Even. for this SAME euRPOSE have I raiſed ec 
up 5 that I might ſhew my power in thee, and that 
my name m 2 ht be declared throughout all the earths 
Therefore hath he mercy on whom: he WII have 
mercy, AND WHOM HE WILL HE HARDENETH (1), 
Alfo Chriſt declares poſitively of thoſe who believe 
not: Pe believe not, ſays be, becauſe ye are not of 
my ſheep (m). Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate: 
or MANY, I ſay unto Jo, will ſeek to enter Ms "ng 
fall not be able (n). * 
Theſe Scripture quotations ſufficiently prove, = 
That God does not will the ſalvation of every man; Wil 


but that there 25 4 remnant according to the cleclion 1 


of grace, that ſhall be ſaved: and / by grace, then 
it is no more of works. The reſt are blinded, live 
and die in a ſtate of fin and death; and it is the will 
of God it ſhould be ſo: I form the light, and cre- 
ate darkneſs : I make peace, aud create evil: I the 
Lord do all theſe things (p). And Jeſus ſaid, For lh 
judgment I am come into this world, that they which Wl 
fee not, might ſee ; and that they which ſee, might be i 
made blind (. I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things 
Veron the wiſe and prudent, and Raf revealed them 

unto 
(3) Rom. x1. 7,8 . (1) Rom. 1x. 17 18. (n John x. 26. 
A Lake xi. 24. (e) Rom. ix. 16. En 

(7) John ix. 39. 
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unto babes; even ay; Father, jo "i it Leun good in 
5 thy fight (r). 


Irdly. Thus apon the rl arminian 1558. 
theſis, or ſuppoſition, That man is required to 
work out his own ſalvation,” it is that Mr. BLArcn- 


YORD politively afſerts, a natural power or free will 


in every man, to do or not to do that which is ſpi- 
ritually good juſt as he pleaſes. His words are, 
* And there certainly is a power in man, EITHER 
to reſiſt or concur with the ſtrivings of God's s Spi- 
& Tit upon his heart:“ So that Mr. BTATcHTOR D. 
new creature, in heart, is a free willer, although ex- 
xernally in a calviniſtic trim. p. g. But, Sir, if you 
was ſo certain of the truth of ſuch a power or free 
will being in man, as you was in the aſſerting of it, 
is it not a wonder that you did not make ſome at- 
gl tempt to prove it, and have cleared up the matter, 
and not have reſted: it on a bare Implication, eſpe- 
W cially as there have been ſo many debates already 
on that ſubject between the arminians and calvin- 
its? But inſtead of that, not one ſufficient ſcriptu- 
Tal precept, or precedent, is brought to prove it; but 
quite the reverſe, if any credit at all can be put in 
gs what you have ſaid. Read your own words, © As 
ve cannot by dint of power, or ſkill, create our 
& bodies; ſo neither can we convert our own ſouls.” 
p. $3. So © that nothing leſs than the power of this 
* ſame omnipotent Being, i. e. God, can perform 
* it.” p. 1 3. And [peaking of the debility of man 


by 


(+) Mat, xi. 2 Gs 26, 


# 
8 
T 


— | 


by nature; he Few 6 Hereby we are dead to th 
ti things of God, and impotent in our duty.” p. 11. How 


does this agree or comport with your other afſertion 


of * a certain power or free will in man, EITHER to 
ce refiſt or concur with the ftrivings of God's Spirit 


* upon his heart?” Surely it is as much as to ſay, 


A man yarn a free will and power of his own, and 
he hath not; which is ſo barefaced and contradiae 
ry in itſelf, that it becomes quite vague, fooliſh, and 
nonſenſical; for it is SAMUEL againſt BLaTcuroRD, 


and BLATCHFORD againſt SamutL: Therefore: 


every kingdom divided againſt' itſelf is brought to 
deſolation: and every city or houſe divided again 


 #tfelf;, ſhall not Nand (. For the goſpel of C 


is not yea and nay (t) neither is it double tongued, 
as ſome make it to be. And this will bring me by 


and by to diſprove, as I before propoſed; the neceſ- 1 


ſity or availableneſs of Mr. BLATrCHTORD's pre- 
tended new creature (u), as it concurs or co- ope- 
rates with God, in effecting the work of ſpiritual 
creation. And there certainly is a power in man, 
„ EITHER to reſiſt or concur with the ſtrivings of 
“God's Spirit upon his heart.” This, Sir, plainly 


appears to me to be the foundation-principle of your Wl 


fictitious new creature, altho' you have moſt artfully 


endeavoured to conceal it, by intermingling a\few Wi 


= 
þ 4 
» 4 


evangelical aſſertions here and there; ; but to no pur- 
poſe, as the whole current of your ſermon terminates 
in free . or a recital of the mighty acts of fallen 


* - , * * 
* | man; 
# 7 0 


(s) Mat, xii. 25. (7) 2 Cor. i. 18, 19, (2) See > 6, prop. v. 
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van: agate Are ee in Ohriſt ? It is 
We your new creature that does it. p. 35. Are any 
We accepted of God It is your new creature that ren- 
ders them acceptable to him. p. 21. Are any jus» 
tified — 8 cauſe of juſtification before 
the moſt high It is according to your new 
greature that they a are ſo reſpected and juſtified. p- 
6, 7. Are any created anew? This allo is, if it 
pleaſes your new creature, or Mr. Free- will. For 
o' Chyriſt drew not back even unto the death, 
but ſuffered: the pangs thereof, that they might not 
be acquainted with the bitter pangs of eternal death 
briſt, ho by his Spirit wou LD have wrought 
this great work, i. e. the new creature, in them, 
had they not reliſted his influences and deſpiſed 
ie his grace. p. 39. And what is all this fhan of 
making man not only his own ſaviour, but the grand 
agent or principal effector of the New Creature, or 
W creation : for altho' Chriſt has ſuffered and died for 
he man, and by his Spirit made ſame feeble and fruit- 
leſs efforts upon his heart towards a new creating of 
him; yet for want of concurrence, or Mr. Free-will's 
| 1 to fall in with'it ſo as to effect the job, or to 
put the finiſhing ſtroke to it, the man is * Chriſt 
has laboured in vain, and ſhed his blood for nought, 
and the Spirit is diſcomfited; and all becauſe Mr. 
Free- will does not choſe to ſtoop to divine so- 
REIGN T, or be ſaved by particular and uncondi- 
tional grace, reigning through the ĩmputed righteous- 
neſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (w). © And there 
| £ N certainly . 


| 


| au- Rom. v. 21. 
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ce certainly is a power in man; EITHER to reſiſt or 
% concur with the ſtrivings of God's Spirit upon his 
heart, ſays Mr. BLATCHT ORD Men believe 
« not but of their own free will: It is in man's free 
will to believe, or not to believe, to obey or diſo- 
bey the Goſpel of truth preachied x, *,“ ſays the 
whore of BABVYLON, the romiſh Church. So that 
Mr. Birenpon pe aſſertion, for matter and ſub- 
ſtance, agrees very well with the popiſh doctrine of 
free will; and ſpeaks of a natural power or free-will 
being in every man, either finally to reſiſt, or effec= 
tually to concur, with the ſtrivings of God's Spirit 
upon his heart, juſt as he pleaſes, p. 39, as i 
alſo intimates, p. 41, © would to God there was 
not ſuch a diſpoſition to rRocRASTINATE in man! l 


but ſo it is. | | 
I come now to FIRE the necellityi or nll 
ableneſs of Mr. BLaTcyrorD's pretended new creas 
ture, as it concurs or co-operates with God in effeCt- 
ing the work of ſpiritual creation. And this I ſhall 
attempt to do, in proving by the Word of God,. 
That man hath no natural power or free will of his 
own; ſo conſequently he cannot reſiſt the divine 
Spirit in his ſpiritual operations upon his heart, when 
ever he 1s pleaſed to work; neither can he concur, 
i. e. help, aſſiſt, or move the divine P Fang 
to work upon his heart. | 
10 am firſt to prove, that man hath no natural 4 
K power 


28 5 Roc 115 on the 39 Articles: or, The catholic Doctrine 
of the Church of England. p. 49. | 63 Ag 
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power or free will of his own, by the Word of God. 
bad hath ſpoken once, ſays David, twice have 1 
Wheard this, THAT POWER BELONGETH unto God 
WG). I. even I, am he, and there is no God with me: 
= kl, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: 
either is there any that can deliver out of my hands 
Wy). For I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
Wc ending, ſaith the Lord, which is, and which was, 
end which is to come, the. ALMIGHTY (z). Now 
W concerning the derivation, as well as the admi- 
Wniſtration of all that power, which man is endowed 
with,” or might be called to the exerciſe of, It is 
om God alone, and chat whereby he accompliſhes 
Ws own eternal DECREES (2); and may juſtly be 
comprehended under theſe three general heads, na- 


tural, civil, or ſpiritual. 


- 1ſt. As to that natural powER we all poſſeſs as 
creatures, it is from God alone: the continuance and 
exerciſe of it depend upon his will (6), and not our's. 
So we read, And the Lord God formed man. of the 
We duſt of the ground, and breathed into his naſtrils 
ie breath of life, and man became a living ſoul (c). 
God that made the world and all things therein, ſee- 
ing that he is LorD of heaven and earth, dwelleth 
ot in temples made with hands, neither is worſhipped 
iti men's hands, as though he needed any thing, 
Eſceing he crveTH to all life, (i. e. natural life,) 
and breath, and all things. And hath made gy one 
_ EW | | 00 


T (= ) Pal. Rü. 11. 6 Deut. xxxil. 30. ( Rev. i. 8. 
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blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth. And hath oETERMIN ED the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitatiousif 
(d). So to every thing that takes place, there is an 
appointed ſeaſon for it; and a fulfilling time to 
every purpoſe fore-ordained to be done under hea- 
ven: hence @ time to be born (e), the place of our 
abode and calling (/); whether rich or poor (g); 
in proſperity or adverſity (); every ſtep we take, | 
and how many (i); our afflictions and temptations 
(k), how many days, months, and years, we ſhall | 
live (7); alſo the time, and manner, of our depar- 
ture out of this world (m), there being a time to dis 
(n). Hence Solomon declares, that there is no man 
that hath yowER over. the ſpirit to retain thei 
ſpirit; neither hath he ro-] ER in the day of 
death, or free will, for although a man may wing 
when death comes, to ſtay a few days, weeks, months 
or years longer here, yet he cannot; the appoint=_ 
ed time being come, away he's gone, and there i 
no diſcharge in that war (o). So in this reſpett, as 
creatures, we have no power of our own; as we areal 
entirely at the divine diſpoſal in this world, and that 
which is to come; for in him, i, e. God, we lrve 
and move, and have our being (þ). RT 
.2ndly. Civil power or government, with the ex 
* 1 erciſefſ 
4) Acts xvii. 24—26. (e) Eccl. iii. 1, 2. (J) Acts xvii. 26. 
(g) 1 Sam. ii. 7. (+) Ecel. vii. 14. 1 
(i) Jer. x. 23. Job xiv. 16. () Job v. 6. 1 Pet. i. 6. ne 
4) Job xiv. 5 (n) Job xiv. 14. () Ecch iii. 2. - 
cl. _ 


(9) viii. 8. (4) Acts xvii. 28, 
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an. 


ite of it; this alſo is of * Lord: = 8 im 
kings reign, and princes decree Juſtice. By me 
Princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the 
earth (g). Therefore, ſays Paul, let every ſoul be 
Subjef unto the higher powers, for there is no POWER 
but of God: and the POWERS that BE, are ordain- 
ed of God (r). So ſays Chriſt, when queſtioned by 
Pilate in the judgment hall, Whence art thou ? But 
ly gave him no anſwer. Then ſaith Pilate unto 
im again with an air of ſelf authority, Speakeſt 
ou not unto me? knoweſt thou not that I have 
row 10 crucify thee, and have POWER to releaſe 
ee? Feſus anſwered, Thou couldeſt have No pow- 
WER at all againſt me, except it were given thee from 
above (s). Allo hear St. James's addreſs to free 
willers; Go to now, ye that ſay, To-day, or to- 
Morrow we will go into ſuch a city, and continue 
| there a year, and buy and ſell, and get gain: whereas 
| ye. know not what ſhall be on the morrow : for what 
2s your life? it is even a vapour that appeareth for 
a little time, and then vaniſheth away: for that ye 
| ve to ſay, Ir THE LORD WILL, we ſhall live, 
and do this or that. But now you rejoice in your 
Boaſtings of your own will and power; all ſuch re- 
Joicing is evil (t). And if it be an evil, or fin, for 
any one in a natural or civil view, to boaſt of their 
own free will and power, and that he can, may, or 
will do ſo and ſo; how much greater muſt the abo- 
5 mination 


RT —— —_— =p on - 
n a. _ MY „* 


9 Prov. viii. 15, 16. (7) Rom. xiii. 1. (7) John xix. 9—11+ 
61) James 1 iv. 13—16. | 
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mination be in the ſight of God for duſt and aſhes, 


fallen creatures as men are, to boaſt of a natural 


er or free will in themſelves to do good or evil, 
to be ſaved or not to be ſaved, juſt as they pleaſe ?; 


but ſuch boaſting, or glorying, is not good; for both 


natural and civil power, with the. adminiſtration Z 


thereof, are from the Lord, as that great King of 


Babylon declared after his return from amongſt | the L 


beaſt of the field: And at the end of the days, I 
Nebuchadnezzar lift up mine eyes unto heaven, and 
mine underſtanding returned unto me, and I bleſſed 


the Mosr Hicn, and 1 praiſed and honoured him 


that liveth for xver, whoſe dominion is an ever- 
laſting dominion, and his kingdom is from generati- 
on to generation. And ALL the inhabitants of the 
earth are reputed, i. e. accounted, as nothing: AND 


HE DOTH ACCORDING TO HIS WILL IN THE A 


MIES of heaven, and amongſt the inhabitants of the 


earth; and NONE can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto 


him, What doeſt thou (u))? I come now, 


grdly. To treat of ſpiritual power. By ſpiritu- | 


al power, I don't mean a capacity for a formal at- 
tendance upon the external parts of religion, (or as 
ſome tell us, we ought to be found in the uſe of the 
means, in order to be ſaved,) as prayer, reading, or 
hearing the letter of the Word preached; a parta- 


king of church ordinances, as baptiſm, or the Lord's 


ſupper; a ſchool education for the miniſtry, with a 


legal ſtrain of preaching, wherein 1 is diſcovered more 


zeal, 
; (z) Dan, iv. 34. 35», 
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F.zeal, and heart . for the law, and the tra- 
Editions of men, than for Chriſt and his truths. All 
ahis a man may be capacitated for, and yet be but a 


naturaliſt; a carnal man; and in heart an enemy to 
God, his truths, and: method of ſalvation by unme- 
'rited grace, although his profeflion may be dreſſed 
up in ſome one evangelical name or other: for the 
Aingdom / God is not in word, but in power (w). 
"But by ſpiritual power, I mean the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt, or Divine Spirit, upon the heart ; a ſu- 
pernatural power, by which the ſubjects of it are 
made feelingly to know the truth, and how to diſ- 
cern betwixt truth and error; and to underſtand the 
true Shepherd's voice from the voice of ſtrangers. 
Now this ſupernatural, or divine row n, in the 
fulneſ of it, is lodged in the perſon of Chriſt as 
God-Man: for God giveth not the Spirit by mea- 
fure unto him (x). And all power is given unto me, 
| fays Jeſus, in heaven and in earth ()). Hence he 
is ſaid to be the HEAD of all principaliiyj and pow- 
er (z). And it is Chriſt alone, who by his Spirit 
+ Jeadeth his people experimentally into all ver RUR 
„(a). So that whatever ſpiritual power, to know or 
do the will of God, any are bleſt with, it is an in- 
+ſance of his peculiar and unmerited regard to them. 
tt, aft, Of ſpiritual power. —Al// things, ſays Chriſt, 
[| are delivered unto me of my Father, and NO MAN 
[| KNOWETH the Son but the Father ; neither xx ow- 
Ern 


| 
| 
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125 x Cor. iv. 20. (x) John iii. 34. (50 Mat. xxviii, 18. 
(x) Col. ii. 10. "way John xvi. 13, 14. 
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ETH ANY MAN de Father, ſave the Son ; and ke to 
whomſoever the Son will reveal him (b). _— 
Unto you, ſays Chriſt to his diſciples, ic is given 10 
KNow the myſteries of the kingdom of God ; but to i 
others in PARABLES ; that ſeeing they might not ſee, ll 
and hearing they might xor underſtand (c). So re- 
ſpecting faith, or a believing in Chriſt, it is the gift 
and work of God: For by grace are ye ſaued 
through faith, and that noT of yourſelves: 1T 18 Wi 
THE GIFT OF CoD; NOT OF WORKS, leſt any man Wil 
ſhould BoasT; for we are HIS WORKMANSHIP, Sc. 
(d). For No MAN can come to me, ſays Jeſus, (i. e. 
believe in me,) except the Father which hath Jen = 
me draw him (e). 1 
2ndly. But the natural man RECEIVETRH NOT 1 
the things of God, for they are rooLISHNEs8 To lM 
HIM; neeter CAN HE KNOW THEM, becauſe they ih 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. But he that is ſpiritual, al 
Judgeth (J) all things, yet he himſe If 4 Juaged of i 
no man (g).—Again, 1 
grdly. Chriſt ſays, My ſheep hear my voice, and 1 
I know them, and they follow me: and a ſtranger ai 
will they vor follow, but will LEE {rom him, for i 
they know not the voice of ſtrangers (H). i. e. hire- 
lows, or falſe teachers, who go about to turn them 
from the truths of God, either doctrinal or experi- 
mental (i), in telling them that they have a power, 
or free will of their own, if m= will but make * LL 
1 OL 
(4) Mat. xi. 27. (c] Luke viii. 10. (4] Eph. ii. 8—10. 1 


e vi. 44. (7) Prov. xxvi. 29. (g) 1 Cor. ii. 14, 15. 
5 John x. 27, 5+ CH XV. 8, 9. 
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of it; when they know and feel to the contrary, 
that of themſelves they can do nothing (4) ; but 
through Chriſt which ftrengtheneth them, they can 
do all things (7): and their language is, Not that 


we are ſufecient of ourſelves, To THINK any thing 


45 of ourſelves ; but our ſufficiency is of God (m), 


= who enables them to exerciſe evangelical repentance 
W toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus 


WF Chriſt (n); and pours out upon them a ſpirit of 


grace and ſupplication ; without which they would 
ever remain deſtitute of a ſpiritual power, ſeeing 


none have it by nature: for what was Paul's feeling 


and experimental language, is the language of eve- 

ry ſenſible ſaved s1NnNER (o): By the grace of God 
Tam what I am (p), and not my own works or 
- worthineſs, in whole or part; for of him, and through 
him, and to him are all things: to whom be GLORY 
for . (4). All hich duly conſidered, 
ſufficiently proves that man hath no natural power, 

or free will of his own. For ſays the Prophet, O 
Tord, I xNow the way of man is not in himſelf : 

It is not in man that walketh, to direct his ſteps 
(). And this leads me, conſequently, to produce 
ſome divine teſtimonies, That man cannot reſiſt the 
Divine Spirit in his ſpiritual operations upon his 
heart, whenever he is pleaſed to work. 


Now reſpecting ſpiritual operations, they are par- 


| ery: confined to the elect, the W body of | 
Chriſt, 


) John xv. 5. | l Phil. iv. 13. (n) 2 Cor. ai. 5. 
u Acts Xx. 21. (0) 1 Tim. i . 185 09 Cor. xv. 10. 
(47) Rom. xi. 36. (, Jer. x. 23. 
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Chriſt, called the children of the promiſe, who are 
counted for the feed (s) that ſhall certainly ſerve the} 
Lord Chriſt ; who in time are made the ſpecial par- 
takers of it. And as for others, whatever heart- ex- 
erciſes they may feel of fin, legal terror, or dread of 
damnation, or from ſome ſecret motive or other, and 
ſo take up with a ſelf ſeeking, or ſelf. righteous profeſ- 
ſion, and afterwards fall away from it; theſe are not 
ſpiritual operations, or the work of the Divine Spi- 
rit : They are only the old man, in a qualm or fit; 


or an awakened conſeience doing its office, in fal- 


ling in with the ſentence of the law, from a natural 
light or conviction within of its own deſert, which 
ſets him a working for life ; becauſe the law worketh 
WRATH (f): And it is in the law (not the goſpel,) 
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven againſt 
ALL ungodlines, and unrighteouſneſs of men (u). 
Hence it 1s that this legal work upon the carnal 
mind has oftentimes produced ſome very extraordi- 
nary change upon a man; as from a diſſolute, 
_ drunking, ſwearing, licentious manner of living, to 
a more ſedate, recluſe, and religious kind of life, af- 
ter the form and letter of the law; ſo that conſci- 
ence begins to be at peace, and all is quiet within; 
and the old man is almoſt overcome with ſelf. adula- 
tion on account of his own power, and the purity of. 
bis own nature; and thinks nobody ſo holy and ſo 
zealous as himſelf; and he's ſure to let every one 
know it, if they come within the ſound of his trum- Wl 
| L | pet 


5 () Rom. ix. 8. (t) Rom. iv. 15. () Rom. i. 18. 
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det (w); ſo that all he does plainly centres in ſelf: 


and this has often been miſunderſtood by ſome, and 
falſly repreſented by others, for divine operations, 
or a work of grace upon the heart, when it is no 
ſuch thing; for as it begins in ſelf, ſo it ends in ſelf; 
and therefore grace hath nothing at all to do with 
it (x). For their webs ſhall not become garments, 
neither ſhall they oo VRR themſelves with their works 
G. Chriſt, ſays Paul, is become of no effect unto 
vou, WHOSOEVER OF YOU are juſtiſied by the law, 


or works of your own, in whole or part; ye are fal- 
een from grace (z). i. e. in the form, doctrine, or 


profeſſion of it; but not from grace in the heart of 


God, or the Spirit's manifeſtations of it to their 


ſouls; becauſe they were never the objects of the 


one, nor the ſubjects of the other. Hence appears 


the fatal miſtake of thoſe who affirm that grace is 


4 univerſally offered to ALL, if they will but accept 


of it; and that upon the improvement of it depends 
an eternity of happineſs or miſery. 
That man cannot finally reſiſt the Divine Spirit 


| £ in his ſpiritual operations upon his heart, whenever 


he is pleaſed to work, I prove as follows: 
| aſt. Becauſe it is the abſolute will of God to the 
contrary. Paul ſays of his brethren, This. is the 
WILL of God, even your ſanfification (a). And ſo 
it may be ſaid of all the elect, who will ſooner or 
ern be under the Spirit 8 work and operation. * 
e 


Ne) Mat. vi. te) Rom. 2 Go 1 Iſa. lix. 6, 
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all that the Father oh me, 0 Chriſt; (or hath W 
given me by electing grace,) HALL o To ME; WM 
and him that cometh to me, 1. e. under the Spirit's Wl 
drawings (5), or operations, I will in no wiſe caſt Wi 
out. Which, if the Holy Ghoſt could be finally re- 
ſiſted by thoſe upon whom he ſpiritually operates, 
the will of God would be fruſtrated : which is utter- 
ly impoſſible, as Chrift himſelf declares: For I came 
down, ſays he, from heaven, not to do mine o un 
will, but the will of him that ſent me. And this is 
the FaTHER's WILL which hath ſent me, that of Wl 
ALL which he hath given me I ſhould loſe nothing, 
but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt day (c). 
'2ndly. From the work of redemption, finiſhed Wi 
the 33rd year of our Lord, being 1 760 years ago, ul 
by Jeſus Chriſt. =" 
. fty-chird chapter of the Propheſies of 


"Ifaiah, at the eighth, tenth, and eleventh verſes, it is 
thus written of Chriſt: He was cut off out of the 


land of the living: for the tranſgreſſion of my peb- * 


Ple was HE STRICKEN. Yet it pleaſed the Lord to | 
"BRUISE him, he hath put him to cR1Er : When thou 


alt make his sou an offering for ſin, he ſhal 9 
i SEED, he ſhall prolong his 47 and the ole - i 
ure of the Lord ſhall proſper in kis hand. Hei 


fall ſee of the TRAVAIL of his foul, and Jes be 
| ſatis ed. b 


Now if the Spirit, in his ſpiritual operations. can] 
Sally be refiſted by the ſubjefts of it in any ſenfe, 
L 2 | then Wb 


(4) Cant, 1, 1 _ vi. 339. 
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hes this WY as well as V others, become 
entirely abortive; for which there is no foundation 


| in the Word of God; but quite the reverſe, ſeeing 


I * * —  — ‚— — * 


that Chriſt, according to this propheſy, was bruiſed, 
put to grief, and was cut off for the tranſgreſſion of 


God's people (d). So that the promiſes therein con- 
tained, are continually fulfilled; as Chriſt does ſee 
his ſeed, and the travail of his ſoul, and is ſatisfied ; 


in that poor ſinners enjoy ſalvation through his 


name (e). Becauſe, when the Comforter is come, in 


his ſpiritual operations upon their hearts; whom, 
ſays Chriſt, I will ſend unto you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of truth, (not of error,) which pro- 
ceedeth from the Father; he ſhall teſtify of me (J). 


WT i. e. be teſtifies to that ſoul, the truth of what Chriſt 


has done for him, in fulfilling the law which he had 


broken, and bearing the curſe due to him on the 


account of it; in ſhedding his blood to ſatisfy di- 


vine JUSTICE, as well as having wrought out a jus- 


tifying righteouſneſs for him, and enables him to be- 
lieve or confide in it; and although a ſinner in him- 


ſelf, yet in this righteouſneſs (g) he ſtands, in a law 
ſenſe, compleat (4) in the ſight of God, as though he 
never had ſinned. For he that believeth on the Son 
HATH everlaſting fe (i): And this is what I call 


divine operations, or what the Divine Spirit TEs- 


TIFIEs of the Saviour to the ſoul. Hence he N 
led to renounce ſelf- will, and ſelf-righteouſnels ; 


depend upon, and rejoice in * and have no con- 


fidence 


(4) Iſa. liii, 8. (e) 1 Theſſ. v. 9. (F) John xv. 26. 
ee la. xv. 25. (+4) Col. ii. 10. (7 M ili. 565 
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 fidence at all in the fleſh (4). And whoever really 
and experimentally knows this goſpel truth, will ne- 
ver more boaſt of ſelf-will, or ſelf. righteouſneſs. WW 
Therefore. man cannot finally reſiſt the Divine Spi- 
rit in his ſpiritual operations upon his heart, a 
Chriſt declares, As the Father knoweth me, even o 
know I the Father; and I lay down my life for the 
ſheep. And accordingly he did. But ye believe 
not ; becauſe ye are not of my ſheep, as I ſaid unto 
you. My ſheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me. And I give unto them eternal 
life, and THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH, Which 
would certainly be the caſe, if they could finally 
reſiſt the Spirit's work upon their hearts; which 
they will not be able to do: neither ſhall any man 
Joc them out of Chriſt's hand (J). 
grdly. From the abſolute promiſes concerning 
the in-dwelling of the Divine Spirit in the hearts 
of thoſe upon whom he is graciouſly pleaſed to 
work ; which are the ele&, as I before obſerved, 
to be the ſced that ſhall ſerve the Lord Chriſt, or 
Jehovah- Jeſus. The reaſon is, becauſe he makes 
them ſuch, being the children of the promiſe, or 
covenant, given to him before time began. And 
the Redeemer ſhall come to zion, and unto them that 
turn from tranſgreſſion in Jacob, ſaith the Lord. 
As for me, this is my covenant with them, ſaith the | 
Lord, or Jznovan, my Spirit that is upon thee, Will 
i. e. Chrift, and my words which I have put in thy 
mouth (m), SHALL NOT DEPART out of thy mouth, bY 
4) Phil, il. 3. ( 1) John x, 15, 26—28. ( John xii. 4-5 
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nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy ſeed's ſeed, ſaith the Loxp, from henceforth 


| 4 


- 


WW and /or ever (n).—Again, WW: 
= Chriſt ſays of his diſciples, And I will pray 
= thc. Father, and he /hall give you another Comforter, 
mat he may abide with vou FOR EVER, even the 
= Sp:rit of truth, whom the world, or reprobate, c an- 
nor receive (o), becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither 
| knoweth him; BUT YE know him, for he DWELLETH 
irn you, and /hall be in you (p). Again, 
Paul alſo, ſpeaking of the church of God, ſays 
And what concord hath Chriſt with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with an infidel ? and what 
| eement hath the temple of God with fools? For 
ve are the temple of the living God; as God hath ſaid, 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and 1 will 
W be their God, i. e. manifeſtatively, and they ſhall be 
my people. i. e. feelingly and experimentally (). 
W Beſides, how many of God's dear children, when 
runder ſoul travail, being burthened with fin and 
= temptations, have been ſeduced by the devil, and 
their own wicked hearts, to put an end to their own 
= exiſtence, and, as they then thought, to their pre- 
| ſent miſery, either by drowning, halter; knife, or 
| poiſon, &c. but grace, all-conquering grace, has 
appeared victorious; and Jehovah the Spirit in the 
WW promiſe (7), hath ſeaſonably and wonderfully deh- 
vvered them from it; fo that it is utterly impoſſible 
3 : do 


() Ifa. lix. 20, 21. (o) 1 Cor. ii. 14. () John xiv. 15. 16. 
: (7 2 Cor. vi. 15, 16, (r) Jer, xv. 16. 


provided for the ſubjects of it in that cafe, accord- 


the clauſe: Alſo 1 wiLL make him my fir/t-born, Wl 


ly to work upon his heart. 


God in the effetting of it, ſeeing man was the laſt 
of all God's creation (w). Therefore, with ſome 
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for a man finally to reſiſt the Divine Spirit in his 
ſpiritual operations upon his heart, whenever he is 
pleaſed to work; becauſe it is the will of God to the 
contrary, as he. has revealed it in his Word (5); and 
in the poſitive declarations of his grace, made and 


ing to the tenour of the everlaſting covenant. Read 


1. e. Chriſt, higher than the kings of the earth. | My 
mercy will I keep for him for evermore : and my ca- 
venant ſhall fland faſt with him. His sEEDY ATS» 
WILL I MAKE TO ENDURE FOR EVER: and fas 
throne as the days of heaven (t). So that man cans | 
not reſiſt the Divine Spirit, in his ſpiritual operath 
ons upon his heart, &c. Neither can he concur, 

i. e. help, aſſiſt, or move the Divine Spirit en 


iſt. Becauſe the new creature, or new man (), 
is the work of ſpiritual creation; as the world, and 
man upon it, were that of natural creation; both be- 
ing the ſole and entire production of the infinite 
wiſdom, and omnipotent power of God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt: in "which it was impoſſible 


for the creature man to concur, or co-operate with 


variation, to uſe Mr. BTArchroxp's own phraſeo- 
logy, - * As we cannot by dint of power, or ſkill, 


* & Create 


(s) Iſa. xlvi. g—11. (t) Pſa. bexxix. 2729+. = 
Am 8 iv. 24. 1— e 
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create our bodies; ſo neither can we convert our 
We © own ſouls: it muſt be done by the almighty power 
* of God. p. 33. -For as in God we live, and move; 
and have our natural being, ſo it is in him, and 


from him alone, that thoſe who are made new 
creatures have a divine and ſpiritual life, p. 34, 
given them: becauſe * the Spirit of God is the effi- 


s cient— the principal cauſe of it.“ p. 33. And 
from hence it might juſtly be inferred, that as we 
did not, nor could, concur or co-operate with God, 
to make or create us at firſt ; ſo by the ſame parity 


of arguing; it muſt be an undoubted matter of x act, 
what none can concur, or co-operate with God, in 
effecting the new creature, or ſpiritual creation; be- 
cCauſe it is the work of God alone, and that accord- 


ing to his divine ordination ; For, ſays Paul, we are 
= 1s worlmanſhip, not our own, created in Chriſt 
Wl Ze/ſus unto good works, which God hath before 0R- 
| DaiNED that we ſhould walk in them (x). 

2ndly. Becauſe the new birth (y), or ſpiritual 


creation, as well as ſalvation, originates from one 


and the ſelf ſame fountain, even the good will and 


| { pleaſure of God toward the peculiar objetts of it. 


And it. might with propriety be truly ſaid to. be ef- 
* feQted and continually maintained, not by might, not 
by power of the creature man, but by MY $PIRIT, 
8AITH THE LORD OF HOSTS (2). So we read, 
The race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the 
x.) Eph. ii. 10. 5 ohn iii. 5. 
Hei [ x) Zech. iv. 252 N : | 
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ſtrong =O For hs js ſhall no man en 
(b). Becauſe it is not of him that WILLETH,, 
nor of him that RUNNETH, but of God that ſheweth Wl 
mercy (c). So that Mr..B.atcaror's pretended Wil 
new creature cannot, nor is in any ſenſe neceſſary, 
or in the leaſt available, to concur or co- operate 
with God, in effecting the work of ſpiritual creation; 
as all, and every one of thoſe that are born again, 
or made new creatures, are ſo made and born again 
according to the will of God, and not man. Hence Wil 
it is recorded of them, Michi were born, Nor or 
BLOOD, i. e. by being of high birth or rank; xoR 
OF THE WILL or THE FLESH, 1. e. by a ſelf- righ- 
teous, or ſelf- ſeeking profeſſion of religion; NoR 
or THE WILL OF MAN, i. e. by being the children 
of believing parents, and ſo initiated into the cove- 
nant of grace (as ſome ignorantly term it) by ſprin- 
kling them in infancy; or as others aſſert, made 
members of Chriſt, children of God, and inheritors. 
of the kingdom of heaven, by being figned 3 in infan- 
cy with the ſign of a croſs; BUT or Co (d). For 
of his o. NY WILL begat he us by the Word of Truth WM 
(e). Not error, or falſe dottrine ; but the Word of 
Truth. 
So Paul to the church br Chriſt at Corinth Gow For 
ye ſee your calling, brethren, now that not MANY wiſe 
men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many x o- 
BLE are called. But og hath choſen the fooliſn i 
things 


5 es _ ix. 11.. (6) 1 Sam. ii. 9. (e) Rom. ix, 16. | 
(4) John i. 13. (ee) James i. 18. | 
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thengs of the world to CONFOUND the wiſe: and G 
hath choſen the weak things of the world to cons 
FOUND he things which are mighty: and baſe things 


God choſen ; yea, and things which are not, to bring 


in his preſence, i. e. upon the foundation of their 
own ſuppoſed power, or free will, or righteouſneſs: 
that, according as it is written, he that glorieth, let 
tam glory in the Lord (7). Therefore, upon Scrip- 
ture authority I poſitively affirm, that man hath no 
matural power, or free will of his own to refiſt or 
concur with the ſtrivings of God's Spirit in his gra- 
cious or ſpiritual operations upon his heart: Becauſe 
the natural man, or man by nature, receiveth NO 


ISHNESS UNTO HIM; neither can he KNOW them, 
Wl becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned (g). oth 
Thus have I diſproved the neceſſity or available- 
=_ neſs of Mr. BLArchroRp's pretended New Crea- 
ture, as it concurs or co-operates with God, in ef- 
fecting the work of ſpiritual creation. 

© Now after all that Mr. BLATrcHTORIU has ſaid in 
his ſo-much- admired arminian diſcourſe, reſpetting 
= the all-availableneſs of his new creature, with all that 
natural power or ſelf. ability he repreſents him, p. 33, 
to be poſſeſſed with, ſo as either to reſiſt or con- 
*.cur with the ſtrivings of God's Spirit upon his 
| * heart,” juſt as he pleaſes, he by no means is con- 


27 x Cor. i. 26==29, 31. (g) 1 Cor. M. 1 © 


to nought things that are: that no fleſh ſhould glory 


the things of the Spirit of od: for they are ot. 


I of the world, and things which. are deſpiſed, hath 


15 . ſiſtent : 
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ſiſtent with himſelf; for with prieſtly reverence we 
are told, that © concurrence by no means implies a- 
« bility,” p. 33, which is certainly a palpable falſ- 
hood, and entirely a contradiction in terms, as 
< concurrence ” does ſignify: help, aſſiſtance, or the 


combination of many agents or circumſtances agree-' 


ing, acting, or co-operating together by joint endea- 
vours to promote the ſame end, as his own words 
plainly ſignify, ſeeing © a certain power in man to 


* concur with the ſtrivings of God's Spirit upon his 
heart, is by him peremptorily aſſerted. p. 33.— 


An entire contradiction in terms: for, firſt, A cer- 


tain power in man * To concur with the ſtriving 


* of God's Spirit upon his heart, p. 33, is poſitive- 
ly maintained; and yet, ſecondly, This aforeſaid 
power of concurrence” in man To concur with 
the Spirit's ſtriving, p.33, our learnified teacher has 
the aſſurance to tell us that it by no means im- 
< plies ability.” But can any thing be more falſe, 


inconſiſtent, or abſurd than this is, That man ſhould. x 
have a natural power or free will of his own to do 
or not to do, in a ſpiritual manner, as he pleaſes; and 


yet no ability or power, as the word fignifies, fo 


to aft or do? Strange kind of language this for a 
profeſſed calviniſtic divine! For if concurrence 


* by no means implies ability, (which I have pro- 


ved is falſe,) then, Sir, you ſhould in juſtice have 5 
told us what it really did mean or imply and explain . 


- [OY GY e 


a ad Ma C25 = i 
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ed yourſelf without any mental reſerve, and ſpoke l 


the thing that you meant, and meant the thing that 


M 2 . 4 yo 
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you ſpoke, and not in your pulpit performance have 
-acted the part of a double dealer, who ſays one 
thing and thinks another, as too often appears not 
only in the inſtance before us, but throughout the 
whole of your preachment, in delivering yourſelf in 
ſuch an ambiguous, undeterminate way and manner, 
as to ſay, and unſay what before you had ſaid, for 
and againſt the truth, in order to ſupport the doc- 
trines of free will under a calviniſtic profeſſion ; but, 
Sir, this ſufficiently betrays your unbelief of the 
foundation-principles-of calviniſm, in the divinity, 
ſpirituality, and power of them upon your heart; for 
had you really, and experimentally from your heart, 
BELIEVED the calviniſtic doctrines “, you could not 
have acted ſo much againſt your own experience, 
or preached contrary to that ra1TH, nor have made 
ſuch a jJuMBLE of it, or in the leaſt attempted to 
Incorporate it with ſuch oppoſite principles, and de- 
praved notions as thoſe of free will. in man—uni- 
verſal grace—univerſal redemption—Juſtification by 
works, in whole or part, &c. as you have done. 
Thus, although you may be a nominal calviniſt by 
profeſſion, yet in heart, principle, and preaching, 
according to the ſubject- matter of your Sermon to 
the Aſſociation, in truth and reality you are an Ar- 
minian, or an advocate for the doctrines of free a- 
= gency. On this account, you may with propriety 
be termed or called a ſpurious, or Baſtard-Calvin- 


iſt 


| | gte the foundation-principles of Calviniſm, ſtated page FR | 


ih 1 5 7 : 2 
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it 1, becauſe you are not that in heart which you 


profeſs yourſelf to be, i. e. a real Calviniſt. Go, 


| fays Solomon, from the preſence of a fooliſh man, 


when thou perceiveſt not in him the lips of knowledge. 
The wiſdom of the prudent is to underſtand his way: 


2 but the folly of fools is pECErT. So a true witneſs, 


i. e. a goſpel miniſter ſent by Chriſt, delvereth 


fouls: but a deceitful witneſs ſpeaketh lies (i), which 


is here particularly exemplified in Mr. BLATCH“ 


FORD; for, firſt, he dogmatically aſſerts a certain 


power in man to do that which 1s ſpiritually good, if 


he will, p. 33; which is abſolutely falſe and anti- 


ſcriptural (c): and then, ſecondly, (leſt ſome of his 
hearers ſhould ſee through the deception, by per- 


ceiving him to be an arminian in a calviniſtic cloak, 


with equal poſitiveneſs he attempts, by a clandeſtine 
evaſion, to ſtifle or conceal it, as though there was 
not ſuch a o.] R or free will in man as he juſt be- 


fore had aſſerted, p. 33, in ſaying that concur- 


t rence by no means implies ability.“ p. 33. 45 
& | And 

+ The term Baſtard-Calviniſt, may in general be applied to 
all who are nominal calviniſts, or only ſo by external profeſſion, 


and yet zealouſly preach and contend for arminianiſm, or free- a 
will doctrines, ſo repugnant to the genuine doctrines of true 


calviniſm. I have met with many of this ſort of gentlemen in 
my ſhort pilgrimage; and what they cannot ſupport by Scrip- 


ture and argument, they will by ſophiſtry and guile; and then 


N r 


words That they believe the very ſame as we do, but take 


8 (i) Prov, xiv, 7, 8, 25. (4) 1 Cor, ii. 14. 


* 


tell us, That the difference between us and them is only in 


all poſſible care never to publiſh or preach it, like the phariſees | = 
of old, for THEY SAY AND DO NOT, __ 


: _—_” 
2 


94 THE BASTARD-CALVINIST DEFECTED: 


48 


« * 1 * ** N — 
* ©. 9 , * 
- . La 
© * 


And what is this but an arminian juggle, a trick 


of prieſt-craft, a ſolemn mockery, and no better than 


telling lies in the name of God, or uttering from the 


| heart words of falſhood (1). How ſeaſonable then, 


Sir,” is Chriſt's admonition to his people in the pre- 


ſent day of declenſion and error (n), wherein are 
fo many trading preachers d, who for the ſake of 


| filthy 
(/) Ifa. lix. 13. (9) 3 Tin 306: Jo 2. 


8 That it is a trade with ſome, is a fact that cannot be de- 
nied, as little boys at the age of 16 or 17 years, or under, are 
| Tent to the academy for the term of four years, to be made mi- 
niſters, or what is vatgarly called yax80nNs—Three years they 


attend ſcholaſtic learning, ſermon-making, pulpit-poſtures, &c. 


&c. &c.—the Jaſt year they are allowed publickly to read or 


preach where the maſter appoints—and at the end of the fourth 
year their time is out, and then they ſet up trade, as other me- 
chanicks may when their apprenticeſhip is expired; conſequent- 
ly they are hired, or hire themſelves, to ſerye a congregation 


at ſo much per annum. Beſides, there are yails—as one pound, 


one, for a funeral ſermon, if it be preached for a rich perſon; 


| and ten ſhillings and fix-pence, if it be for middling perſons, as 
=_ trade's-folk, &c. And if there are any rich folk belonging to 


the congregation, they are ſure to be viſited, and to have their 


ſuit and ſervices attended to at all times—but as for the poor 


of the flock, they take but little or no notice of them, whether 


they are in want or not; live or die, it matters not with them, 


ſo as they have their pay. And how often does it turn out 


with ſuch traders, after having been a while with a people, a 
larger benefice or ſalary appears in view, and the tradeſman is 
gone Tis this that diſgraces the religion of Jeſus, and brings 
the miniſtry into contempt. | | 


= Now, ſays St. Paul to the church, I beſeech you, brethren, 
ux THEM which canſe diviſions and offences contrary to the 
| -DOCTRINE which ye bave learned, and Av01D them, for they 


that are suv H ſerve nut our Lord Feſus Chrift, but their o & bel- 


| by; and by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the 
1 firaple, Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Een 
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filthy Werd (a), or ſome private ends, profeſs one 
thing and preach another: Beware, i. e. to regard 
with caution, who you hear (o), and what: you hear 
(P). Beware, lays ns, of falſe prophets which come 
to you im ſheep's cloathing, hy inwardly they are 
ravening wolves: Ye ſhall know them by their 
FRUITS (4). i. e. the doctrines or principles they 
hold with, deliver, and contend for ; becauſe, what- 
ever a man's principles are, that is the man, whether 
gr or bad; and we may as well expect to gather 
uch good nutritious fruits as grapes of thorns, or 
figs of thiſtles, as to hear ſoul-nouriſhing, eſtabliſh- 
ing doctrine, or ſound (7), wholeſome divinity, from 
a man of free-will principles, or erroneous ſenti- 
ments, let his ſheep's cloathing, i. e. his profeſſion 
be what it may, or apparently ever ſo evangelical, 
for out of the ABUNDANCE OF THE HEART the 
mouth ſpeaketh (s). Becauſe no external profeſſion 
of religion in the world, even the pureſt as to the 
letter and roRM of it, can change a man's heart, or 


turn him from his natural principles, which is a ſtri- 


king proof of the inſufficiency of all human learn- 
ing, or human attempts, to fit or qualify carnal men 
for the goſpel miniſtry by ſcholaſtic rules, or hu- 
man inventions; for if a natural man, whoſe heart 
was never changed or turned from his natural print 
ciples by the Spirit of God, as we are all born ar- 
famane-—Let ſuch an one, I ſay, paſs through all 

the 


[2] 3.8 1—3. 4% Mat, 1. 4,5 .. (0 Mark iv. 24+ | | 
WY Mat. vii. 7. (7) Tit. i. 9. : (5) Mat, 21 34. 4 
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the various A of ſcholaſtic Fl at the a- 
cademy, in order to preach the goſpel, and come 
forth under the moſt evangelical name, profeſſion, 
or pretenſions, as being * a calviniſt, p. 3; as an 
a ambaſſador from on high; and a ſupporter and re- 
commender of the dottrines of Jeſus Chriſt,” &c. 
o. 6; yet armINIANISM would be his theme; be- 
| cauſe i it is impoſſible for him to go againſt his own. 
mind, or act contrary to his natural principles; for 
cs corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit: nei- 
ter can a good tree bring forth. evil fruit (t). And 
had Mr. Bi.aTcuroRD's new creature been, as he 
pretended, ** wrought by the operations of the Spi- 
te rit of. God, p.-32, or in other words, one born 
again of God: he would not have produced the evil 
fruits of fin, as falſe doctrine, lying, and diſſimulati- 
on — iſt, In maintaining the ſoul-deceiving and de- 
ſtruQive doctrine of free will. —2ndly, In ſaying 
that concurrence by no means implies ability. — 
And, grdly, In endeavouring to maſk. his arminian 
new creature in a calviniſtic cloak or profeſſion. 
4A. unrighteouſneſs is fin, lays St. John, and we 
= know that whoſoever is born of God, finneth not (u) 
after this way and manner, becauſe they are by the 
ſpecial and peculiar grace of God. towards them, 
preſeryed from it (v). = | 
However, in the cenclacng. or winding up of his 
ll free-will ſermon to the © Weſtern Calviniſtic Aſſo- 
$ ien, beſide what I have already conſidered 
and 


(7 Mat. vii. 18. rt. 18. 2 2 3 3 
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and refuted, Mr. BraTcarorp enumerates in ſeve 
ral inſtances more, the all-availableneſs or abſolute 
neceſſity of his new creature: in ſhort, * as it diſpoſes 
e all the powers and faculties of our ſouls to ſerve 
* the Lord, p. 34. Prepares and diſpoſes us for 
heaven, p. 36. Sanctifies our natures, and in ar L 
reſpects makes us proper objects to be partakers on 
* the inheritance of the ſaints in light.“ p. 38. 1 

So according to this mode of reaſoning, or ſyſtem 
of MERIT, it is Mr. BLATCHTORD's free-will crea- 
ture that, © in all reſpe&s, makes us proper objets 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light,“ and not God, Father, Son, or Holy Ghoſt. 


Thus we ſee that the ſovereign will of God, ac- Wl 
cording to Mr. Bratcxror's doArine, has but | 
very little, or nothing at all to do with making us 
e proper objects to be partakers of the inheritance 
« of the ſaints in light; but it is entirely lodged BY 
in the will and power, p. 33, of fallen man; and if \ 
it pleaſe man, he may be ſaved; and if not, he will | i | 
be damn'd : For ſpeaking of ſinners who live and | g 
die in their fins, and under the pains of eternal 

death, he ſays, © Chriſt who left the world of bliſs, | | l 

* and threw aſide his robes of glory, and became li 
* man—Chriſt who on THEIR accounT was ac- 
4 quainted with forrow, and yielded his ſacred body 
to be mangled, torn, and pierced—Chrift who ll 

drew not back even unto the death, but ſuffered || 
* the pangs thereof, that they might vor BE Ac- 
Dm Weinen wich the bitter pangs of eternal death 
* 3 6 * —Chniſt 


— 
N Jay - 


_— - oh bo $8 flats =. * 6 * . — 
n . 


98 THE BASTAR D-CALVINIST — : 


a 


— : | — 


— — — — a 
_ — 
5 


'« —Chriſt who by his Spirit would have wrought 
this great work in them, i. e. the new creature, 
had they not reſiſted his influences, and deſpiſed 
* his grace.“ p. 39. 


Here, Gentlemen, we plainly ſee that the whole 
efficacy, or virtue, of the undertakings, ſufferings 


and death of Chriſt, with the work of the Divine 
Spirit, is totally ſuſpended upon the will of man 
for its ſucceſs, or left to the option or choice of a2 
fallen creature, to be either to his ſalvation or dam- 
nation, juſt as he pleaſes; becauſe had theſe perſons 


been of an eaſy pliable temper, ſo as to have con- 


curred, or fallen in, and complied with the Spirit's 
influence and grace, or as ſome term it, recel- 
ved the offers of grace, and prapoſals of peace, 

then the whole of what Chriſt had done and ſuffered 


for them, would have been effectual or ſufficient to 
their ſalvation, and ſo they might have been sAvED 


jf they would, as well as others: but being of an obſti- 
nate, peryerſe, and inflexible temper, they reſiſted | 
the Spirit's influences and deſpiſed his grace, or as 
ſome term it, rejected the overtures, of mercy, 
and ſo are da 55 notwithſtanding all that Chriſt 
and the Spirit did in order for their ſalvation, it be- 
ing inſufficient. in itſelf to anſwer the end without 
their cos ENS, or ſomething of their own to be 
= added unto it. This is arminianiſm indeed “, or 


” 


N 916 WE 
* By this it appears beyond Seas that Mr. dare 


11 FORD s new-creature Sermon is, by no means at all deſerving 
= of the calyiniftic 1 DAME, 2 in fact 1 it denies, a particular and un- 


conditional 


, 
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the anti- calviniſtic doctrine of the day, altho ſigned] | 
in the title- page with a calviniſtic ſignature ; but, WM 
IP | A Sirs, 


conditional election of perſons in Chriſt before the foundation 
of the world particular redemption—juſtification by the im- 
puted Holitecotheſ of Chriſt alone—and the gracious and invin- 
Cible operations of the Holy Ghoſt upon the hearts of the elect, 
which are the true calviniſtic doctrines; and maintains the fol- 
lowing corrupt and deluſive tenets of arminianiſm and neono- 
maniſm:— That Chriſt died for all, 1. e. equally and indiſeri- 

minately for every individual of mankind ; for them that periſh 
no leſs than for them that are ſaved ; and not only by his death 
put them into a falvable ſtate, but has alſo purchaſed, p. 35, 
certain bleflings for them; as the favour of God—the pardon 
of fin—and the kingdom of heaven, or glory—which are now 
freely tendered, propoſed, or univerſally offered ( called the 
offers of grace, p. 3o,) to their acceptance, upon the con- 
ditions of their repentance, faith, and holineſs, to the peril of 
their everlaſting ſalvation, or damnation, ſeeing any perſon may 
receive the aforeſaid offers of grace if they will; ſo according- 
ly, if they receive them, then they'll be ſaved; if not, then 
they'll be damned; conſequently, the regenerating power of 
the Holy Spirit is not invincible, but may, and oftentimes is, 
defeated by the ſuperior power of man, he being poſſeſſed with 
a natural right or freedom of will to act as he pleaſes; as the 
mind of man is repreſented to a balance, or pair of ſcales, in 


equilibrium, j. e. being naturally endowed with an equality of 


powers, or motives, to act according to the deciſion of the will, 
p. 33, whether it be good, or whether it be evil,“ p. 9; ſo 
upon theſe principles, thoſe who are ſaved, are ſaved on ac- 
count of the good uſe they have made of their natural power 
and free will, in falling in with the overtures of mercy, and 
improving their day of grace; and thoſe who are damned, are 
damned on account of the non- improvement of their natutal 
power and free will, in ſlighting the offered mercy, and in abu- 
ſing and overſtanding their day of grace. This is natural reli- 
gion and antichriſt, becauſe it denieth Jeſus Chriſt to be * a- 

| | > one 
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[Birs, be not decerved, God will not be mocked, for 
vlatſoever a man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo reap, for 
le {hat /oweth to the fleſh, i. e. ſuch as preach, or be- 
lee fleſhly and corrupt doftrines, that tend to 
= nouriſh or promote a: fleſhly or ſelfiſh confidence 
(+) in our own power, holineſs, and righteouſneſs 
(3), /hall of the fleſh reap corruption, altho' their 
Wy doctrines are ſtiled calviniſtic. p. g. But he that 
 /oweth to the Spirit, i. e. ſuch as are enabled to 
preach or believe the pure, heavenly, and ſpiritual 
dottrines of the everlaſting goſpel, which miniſterially 
in the hands of the Spirit, tend to lead poor loſt. 
finners to a humble and entire dependence upon the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt alone, for ſtrength, righteouſneſs, 
hfe and ſalvation, to a ſelf-renunciation of their own 
: ; power, 
lone Saviovs, 1 John, ii. 22, and eftabliſhes the ſovereignty, 
or ſupremacy of man, in ſpiritual matters of life and death, time 
; and eternity. Whoſeever Ser and abideth vor in the 
arine of Chriſt, bath not God; he that abideth in the doctrine of 
Cen, be hath both the Father and the Son. 
_ Now take notice, you are not to look to the preacher's pro- 
feſſion, learning, or parts, but to the doctrine he delivers; for 
if there come any, i. e. whether churchman, preſbyterian, in- 
dependent, methodit, or baptiſt, unto you, and bring not this doc- 
eue, i. e. the doctrine of Chriſt, or ſalvation by particular and 
unconditional grace, with full juſtification by the imputed righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt alone, without works, receive him NOT into 
your houſe, neither bid him God ' ſpeed, i. e. to wiſh him ſucceſs, or 
approve of his falſe döctrine; for whoever does this, is a par- 


| taker of his evil deeds. 2 John, ix. 10, 11. For he that juſtifieth 
| the avicked, aud he that condemneth the juſt, even they both are 


| 


| 
j 


abominaiion to the Lord, Prov, xvii. 15. 
(x) Phil, iii. 4, 5, &. (95 Luke xvili. 9, Ke. 
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power, holineſs, and 3 ſhall of the Spirill | 
reap life everlaſting (z), altho they now may bel 
ſtiled AnTinowmians ; for; ſays Chriſt, Mhoſoever 
therefore ſhall confeſs me before men, him will 1 
yes before my Father which is in heaven (a), 


Quzsr. But to whom does the Bible, ix aur WM 
RESPECTS; attribute the meetneſs of thoſe perſons who 1 
are made partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints | 
in light? 

Axs. To the good will and pleaſure of God the WM 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and not to the creature, new or old, call it by wh oo 
name you pleaſe, Sir. = 


1ſt. To God the Father—Then ſhall the Kinky il 
ſay unto them on his right hand; Come ye bleſſed (ö) 
of my Father, inherit the Kinepom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world (c). Allo Wl 
Chriſt ſays to his diſciples, Fear not little flock, it is 

our FATHER'S GOOD PLEASURE fo give you the Wil 
kingdom (d). And St. Paul in his prayers, and thankſ- Wl 
givings for his brethren, in Chriſt, at Coloſſe, 
pray d that they might be ſtrengthened with ail 
might, according to God's glorious power, unto all i 
patience and long-ſuffering, with joyfulneſs, giving i 
thanks unto the FATHER WHICH HATH MADE Us Il 
MEET TO BE PARTAKERS OF THE INHERITANCE i 
OF THE SAINTS IN LIGHT (e). _- 

* To God the eee love your 

wives, 


(z) Gal vi. 7, 8. 100 Mat. x. 32. (5) Eph. i. 3. 
(c) Mat, xxv. 34. (4 Luke xii. 32: (e) Col. i. 11, 12. 
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Waves, even as Chriſt" alſo loved the church, and 
gave himſelf for it ; that he might cleanſe it with 
le waſhing (not ſprinkling,) of water, by the Word. 
lat he might preſent it to himſelſ, a glorious church, 
ot having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing ; not 
becauſe they were holy, but that it ſhould be holy 
Wand without blemiſh (/). Father, I will, ſays the 
exalted Saviour, that they alſo whom thou haſt 
ien ur, be with ms, where I am, that 
hey may behold my cLory (g). And Jude allo, 
e ſervant of Jefus Chriſt, ſays, Now unto him that 
is able to keep you from falling, and to preſent you 
i faultleſs before the preſence of his glory with exceed- 
ing e ; hy the only wiſe God our Saviour be glory, 
— 0 y, domiuion and power, both now and nets 


N To God che Holy Ghoſt—As i it is writ- 
<A; Eee hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him. But God 
L hath revealed them unto us by his SPIRIT (i). The 
fame Apoſtle alſo, ſpeaking of thoſe perſons at Ephe- 
ſus who belonged to the election of grace, and ac- 
cordingly in time were made the happy recipients 
of it, he ſays, In whom, i. e. Chriſt, ye al/o truſted 

after that ye heard the word of truth, ( not error,) 
the goſpel of your ſalvation: In whom alſo after that 
ye believed, ye were Fe with the HoLyY etui 72 


[- 

| . 
1 7 Eph. v. 11 481.0 John xvii. 24. (+) 1 v. 24, 25. 
"2160 (7) 1 | 


Cor. ii. 9. 10. 
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of promi e, l 25 THE EARNEST OF OUR INA 
RITANCE (I). 1 
Thus theſe paſſages plainly prove that it is entire 
ly owing to the good will and pleaſure of God the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, that any are in all re 
ſpects made meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the ſaints in light; and to God alone the Bible 
attributes it (I). Hence Paul, in his ſalutation toll 
the church at Corinth ſays, The grace of the Lord | 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the communi- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all. Amen (m). 

So we ſee, it is not attributed to the creature; orf | 
any of his works (n); becauſe it was God the Fa- ll 
ther, who before the foundation of the world, pre- 
deſtinated them unto it (o). Hence it is ſaid to be 
a kingdom prepared from the foundation of thei 
world, and an inheritance in reſerve (p), and à ret 
that remaineth to the people of God 60 And it was 
in, and by God the Son, that they were then and 
there ſo predeſtinated to eternal glory (7), being | 
| choſen in him before the foundation of the world. 
In whom alſo, ſays St. Paul, we have obtained an 
 enheritance, being predeſtinated according to the pur- 
poſe of him who worketh all. things after the counſel | 
of has own will (s). So we read, that Chriſt loved 
the Church, and gave himſelf for it, that hel 


might cleanſe it with the waſhing of water, by the 
Mord, that he might preſent it to himſelf a 
| glorious 
(+) Eph. i. 13, 14. (71) Ha. xliii. 21. (n) 2 Cor. xiit, 14. | 
(=) Eph. ii. 8, 9. (0) Eph. i. gs. (y] 1. Pet. i. 35. 
) Heb. iv. 9. (r) Rom. ix, ' 23, 24. (5) ak i. 4, 11. 
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| br re h there is not the leaſt 
Eihadow of a doubt, but he will in every reſpebt 
in his own time do it, and not ſuffer ons of 
them to be loſt (7), being both infinitely able and 
Willing (u) to keep them from falling, i. e. finally; 
and at laſt perſonally 0 preſent them rAULTLESS 
| before the preſence of his glory with exceeding great 
joy. And it is God the Holy Ghoſt who in time gives 
them a feeling and experimental knowledge of it, and 
capacitates them for the enjoyment of ſuch an exalted, 
ſpiritual, and glorified ſtate as the heavenly inheri- 
tance is. Hence they are ſaid to be ſealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promiſe (w), which is the earneſt « or 
| foretaſte of their inheritance. +- 
| Thus according to the ability (x) God hath given 
me to fulfil his will in this reſpect, IJ have gone 
= through with the refutation of Mr. BLATCHTORD'S 
WW ſermon. on the nature and neceſſity of his new crea- 
ure in order to ſalvation; and have fairly proved by 
we Scriptures, that his iQtitious new creature with his 
calviniſtic, p. 3, label, (although he repreſents him 
to be of ſuch a compleat, P. 12, ſinleſs, p. 14, 20, 
24. holy, p. 21, and righteous nature in himſelf, ) 
is by no means at all available, or in the leaſt neceſ- 
dary as a qualification, or condition, in order to ſal- 
vation, or eternal life, as all and every one of thoſe 
[{ who are ſaved, are ſaved according to the good will, 
| e, and. pleaſure of God in, by, and through 
" the Lord Jeſus Chriſt alone ( 2 and not on account 
1 of = 


3 Joe's. 27, 28. ts 8 1 (2) Ichs ar. 26. 
CE. - 44 Pet i. 10, 1, H. xlv. 8 | 
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of what * are in themſelves, or acterding to their 
** good or bad, before or after their converſ̃ 
Hence it is in time that they are made new 
eee believers, &c. but not as'a qualification or i 
condition to intereſt them in the favour of God, 
and the benefits of redemption, or in the leaſt to fe! 
cure their ſalvation, or to make them that in the 
fight of God which they were not before, until they" 
were made holy, or believers; but as the bleſſed ef- 
fefts of God's love towards them (z), whereby they 
are perfonally brought to enjoy thoſe ſpiritual bleſ- Wl 
ſings which were from eternity deſigned for them, 3 
and to lead them to give the whole glory of it to 
God, and his unmerited grace; as is clear in Paul's 
' addreſs to Timothy, Be not thou, therefore, aſhamed | 
of the teſtimony of our Lord, nor of me his priſoner - 
but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the Goſpel W 
according to the power of God, who hath ſaved us, 
and called us with an holy calling ; not according 
to our works, but according to his own purpoſe and 
grace, which was GIVEN us in Chriſt Feſus before if 
the world began; but 18 Now MADE MANIFESP | 
by the tern of our Saviour Feſus Chrift, who 1 
HATH- ABOLISHED DEATH, and hath brought life Wl 
and immortality to light through the goſpel (a). 80 
that the whole of what Mr. Biarcurory has af- 
ſerted'in the favour, ſupport, and recommendation 
of the p. 33, and all- availableneſs WW 
2 his new new creature on the one hand, and the 
O | . neceffity = 


5 8 (eh x Tim. . ie. | 
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Wheceſlity of it to ſalvation on the other, isabſolutely_ - 
falſe and erroneous, being contrary to the revealed 
will of God in his holy Word (5). Thus under the 


ſpecious and plauſible, appearances of a calviniſtic 
profeſſion, p. g, and an inſiſting upon, or preaching 
jup the nature and neceſſity of the new creature, 
p. 1, in order to ſalvation. p. 38, as a condition 
upon which ſalvation terminates I, creature power, 
p. 33, purity, p. 21, holineſs, p. 24, and righte- 
ouſneſs are zealouſly ſupported, recommended, and 


I do variable and uncertain is this mode of conditional 
preaching, adopted by the SrickLERS for human power and 
merit, that ſome not only inſiſt upon the neceſſity of the new 
creature as a condition or pre- requiſite in order to ſalvation, or 
enjoying the favour of God here, and for ever hereafter; but 
there are others equally as urgent in inſiſting upon the neceſſity 
of faith—holineſs—repentance—baptiſm—or a partaking of the 


Lord's-ſupper—and all in the ſame point of view, as being ne- 


ceſſary to ſalvation. So that in part they have as many differ- 


ent SaviouRs as they have ſubjects, and differ one from the 
other, ſeeing ſomeone or more of the aforeſaid qualifications, . 
as repentance, faith, &c. is made the ſubject of their preach- 


ment, and importunately preſſed by them as being eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary for a perſon to be possts8ED with, previous to their 
being in a ſtate of grace and favour with God here, or can in 
the leaſt hope to be eternally happy hereafter; for according to 


their account, God does not love us with a love of delight, 


* nor have we any intereſt in Chrift—So no juſtification—no 
* ſalvation till we do believe.” But this is not the doctrine 
of Chriſt, For they that be whole need not a phyſician; but they that 
are fick. Go ye, ſays Chriſt to the ſelf-righteous phariſee, and 


learn what that meaneth, I auill have mercy, and Nor ſacrifice; 


for 1 am not come to call the righteous, but ſinners ta repentance. 


* 


"a 


maintained 


on, TH  ARMINIAN”UNMASKED- © 10% 


maintained (c), to the great diſhonour of God, and 
the rejecting of every goſpel doctrine or truth in the 
Bible, by ſome of its pretended friends, who inſtead 
of preaching Chriſt and his righteouſneſs as the ſin- 
ner's only foundation and hope, for comfort here, 


and eternal happineſs hereafter (d), and the entire 
neceſſity of the ſpecial and powerful operations of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon the heart, to enable a poor 


ſinner to repent truly of his fins, to believe in Chriſt, 
and ſo to live and act in a ſpiritual manner, they are 


continually calling upon ALL, and exhorting of 
ſinners dead in treſpaſſes and fins, as ſuch, to do it 
of themſelves, at leaſt in part, 1. e. to repent of 
their fins, and to believe in Chriſt as a pre-requiſite, 


in order to ſalvation, or. elſe they will be damn d, as 
though it was in the power of man to do it himſelf. WM 


— 


And this is what ſome of our modern preachers term 


preaching the goſpel—calviniſtic doctrine, &c. | 
which is ſo eagerly with fiery zeal, and heat of 


paſſion, contended for, ſupported, and maintained, 
under a calviniſtic cloak and profeſſion, by Mr. 


„% : 0 IM — 


BLArchroxp, and many others, or they would not 


have publickly thanked Mr. BLATCHTORD for his 
excellent ſermon, or ſolicited the publication of it. 


P. 3 


Thus have I endeavoured, in.a plain homely 
way and manner, to unmaſk the arminian, or ſtrip 


the free-will preacher of his calviniſtic cloak or pro- 


feſſion, to let the people of God ſee him in the light 
85 Ff SO 


ö | (c) Rom, x. z. (4) 1 Cor. iii. 11. 
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wat God ee way in. bi Holy Word, ic 10 
beware of him; and alſo in the defence of the im- 
mortal doQrines of the everlaſting goſpel of Chriſt, 

ich are ſo oppoſite and nepugnant to the proud 
WW nature: of fallen man, and ſo much cried down by 
W our modern merit-mongers in the preſent Ar. To 
bene ein 0 


A LITERAL PORTRAIT. 


e 121 


OF THE 


| CONDITIONAL, OR ARMINIAN PREACHER: | 


' Behold, amidſt the gazing crowd 
© The Armipian reads or bawls aloud; 
His attitude appears quite grave, 
= 1155 like ſome philoſoph ick ſage; 
Ho every nerve 105 to well 
While on the Pow's or Man they dwell; 
| And every part in motion ſeem 
While Fzzz WIII is the darling theme. 
If on the Grace of God they ſpeak, — 
Tis free for ALL: why don't you ſeek? 
Tis eaſy ſure to be obtain'd; 
Ox BELIEVE, his fayour's gain d. „ | 
And when on Union they inſiſt, 
How we are one with Jeſus Chrit, - d | 
Tis FalrEH they make the union- bond is SS: 
p Sa which the ſoul to Chriſt is join'd. 5 8 
When on Redemption's work they dwell | 
How Chriſt has died to ſave from hell; 


. Vet 0 


- » ; 
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Vet after all theſe daubers ſay, 
* is SUSPENDED: on our FAITH. | 

I Reconculing be their theme. 
"Tis Fairn, they ſay, mult break the beans 
Or elſe Redemption's | glorious: p I 4 
Will be o'erturn'd by fallen man.. 5 
They do in part our works dec, 
Yet 1 o Renrn does 1 2 

And 
+ Revs a the whole of this Portrait i is to be taken 
as the creature's own act, at leaſt in part, as the arminians af- 
ſert, That it is the duty of all men to believe, being a term 
or condition upon which the various bleſſings herein ſpecified” 
are entirely ſuſpended; whereby it is thrown into a working- 
ſcheme, and the finner put to hard labour, or a working for 
life; and the which he can never obtain, or expect an intereſt 
in, until of himſelf he does believe; and that will never be, be- 
cauſe Faith is a fruit of che Spirit, and not the work of man. Wi 

Alſo it is the work and gift of God, and cannot be attained op 
acquired by any power, labour, or Kkill of man. Hence Paul 
ſays, Now to him that wworketh is the reward NOT reckoned of 
3 ne of debt. 2 to him -_ eworketh Nor, but beliewveth on 
im that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted. for righteouſneſs. 
Rom. iv. 4, 5. But remember, that it is not the Bal or exer- 
ciſe of Faith that is counted to the true believer for righteouſ 
neſs; but the object of Faith, Chriſt and his righteouſneſs; even 
as David deſcribeth the bleſfedneſs of the man unto whom God 
imputeth righteouſneſs without works, which is the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt that is imputed without works, becauſeChriſt took 
the nature, ſins, and infirmities of his people upon him, and in'a 
law ſenſe really was a ſinner, though not in himſelf, but as be- 
ing in their ſtead in the fight of the law; and what he did and 
ſuffered was on their account, and is imputed to them, and they 
| are compleatly righteous in him, becauſe he did not die for 
ſaints or angels, or for perſons of ſuch and ſuch qualifications, 
as being holy or believers, but for 81nNERs; and therefore he 
is our Jaſfication as well as our righteouſneſs, and not faith 1 = 
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And ſo upon this ſpider $ N 5 
Our Juſtification they do place. 
So when Adoption's on their liſ, 
Tbey ſay that FalrH muſt needs 8⁰ firſt: J 
Can a relation e'er ſubſiſt A, 
ri we do believe in Chriſt ? 
By this we ſee the great DET ECT 
In making FAI TH the creature-aR, 
| bn As though proud man by his own eil 
4 amd akt a- faith juſt when he will. 
Thus do theſe ſchool-boys reaſonize, 
"The truth itſelf to carnalize: 2 
- No. intereſt, ſay they, in Chriſt _ 
Before we firlt g added Fairn.— 21 
| 70 
2 leaſt. Hence it is written, For ber dus ere yet avithout 
Effrength, in due time Chrift died for the ungodly. Rom. v. 6. Allo, 


it is he that aff; ferb the wngodly. Rom. iv. 5. and that ſaveth 


dinners. 1 Tim. i. 15. 
Oz3. But ſome may make this reply: We don't mean by 
our inſiſting ſo much on the neceſſity of Faith, &c. to make it a. 


= condition of our ſalvation, or that it is in the power of any 


man of himſelf to believe. 
Anus. Then when you ſpeak of the neceſſity of Faith, &c. 
you ſhould explain your meaning, and inform the people whoſe 
work it is; to whom it is given; and for what it is neceſſary. 
For to what end and purpoſe is the work of the miniſtry, or 
preaching, if you don't put perſons and things in their * 
places, without confounding and deſtroying the nature of both 
for a miniſter, or preacher of any profeſſion, who leaves people 
in ſuſpenſe or darkneſs about ſpiritual things, or that advances 
any doctrine for a truth at one time, an _ then contradict or 


-overturn it at another, or ſeveral times in the ſame ſermon, is 


no miniſtry at all, although a man may have three, four, or ſive- 
| ſcore pounds à year for it—which in time will ion e to 
= gueſs at what it is he means. | i 
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20 ''To ſum the whole then, Mr. Preacher, 
1 man be ſuch a mighty creature, 

As by his Fair t; effect ſuch. ends, | 
Then Grace and CRRISH are uſeleſs things, | 


Theſe, Sir, are the ſure and certain effects, ay 1 | 
well as deſtroying nature of the fleſhly doQrines of 
univerſal grace, and free will, if poſſible to fruſtrate 
God's eternal love of complacency and delight in 
Chriſt to his people, and to overthrow the perma- 
nent work of their ſalvation by HIM, with the in- 
vincible and effectual operations of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon their hearts; alſo to repoſe the ſelf.righteous 
in their ſins, and carnal profeſſion, under a vain. o- 
pinion of their own ſuppoſed power, and inherent 
holineſs, or goodneſs, ſupported by a zealous attach- 
ment to the law, and a lifeleſs round of external du- 
ties, —and to drive the ſelf. convinced finner, under 
apprehenſions of divine wrath, to deſpondency, and 
deſpair, for finding himſelf ſuch a helpleſs, ſinful 
creature, deſtitute of any power of his own, or thoſe 
inherent qualifieations as that purity, or holineſs of 
nature, which ſome ſpeak of, previous to a perſon's. 
being abſolutely in a ſtate of grace and favour with 
God, or can have any intereſt at all in Chriſt: In 
ſuch circumſtances as theſe, he muſt remain in a 
hopeleſs ſituation indeed! Thus poor ſouls, between 
righteous ſelf and ſinful ſelf, dying under ſuch ex 
erciſes, and in ſuch a ſtate, "muſt be for ever miſe- 
| Fable. to all coral} ; theſe being the dreadful and 


| bitter Y 
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W bitter fruits of all free- wil Stiivings, gene. 
Wing at preſent to the carnal mind, For the lis 
range woman, which is fignificant of a falſe 5 1 
free will preacher, drop 
unis ſmoother than oil: But a end is bitter as 
wormwood, ſharp as a two-edged ſword, her feet 80 
'2 1 down to dah, her fps take hold of hell (e). 


as an hon ey=comb, and her 


10 r I am ſenſible that this ſort of alot 


| E dealing will raiſe the indignation of the carnal, ſelf- 


righteous, and hypoeritical profeſſor of every deno- 


nation, into whoſe hands it might fall, rg treat it 


. | 455. Prov. v. 35. (F) Acts xix. 24s . 5 3 


lead them to ſee th 


vith contempt, or load it with infamy, in ſtiling it 
Antinomianiſm, doctrines that tend to licentiouſ- 
= < neſs, ” &c. Not becauſe it really is ſo, but becauſe 
it firikes ſo much at the root of the faſhionable errors 


of the day, and expoſes prieſtly artifice in profeſſing 


one thing and preaching another, ſo that the craft 
| is in danger (/). But to the choſen, redeemed, and 
E called of God, by his bleſſing and owning of it to 

their ſoul's — 4 it will afford them ſome ſpiri- 
tual food, and experimental knowledge, calculated 


to. eſtabliſh them in the faith of the goſpel, and 


it's parts, to be of ſOYereign-grace, reigning through 


| ſneſs unto eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt our 
| Lord, which in his TiMEs he ſhall ſhew, who ts 
A = . and c 7 the h 97 * | 
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whole of their ſalvation in all 
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and Lord of Lords to whom. be gory for ever, 
Bai prORT, Sully morn, 9 0 clock, 


and ever. Amen. 
1 10, 1793. | 


ERRATA. 


Page z, Ene 4, for wih, read with. P. 15, J. 14, for ſiners, 
read rs. P. 16, I. 6, read, and who would be confidered as 
. goſpel miniſters, P. 24, I. 12, dele (F)- P. 25, 1. 28, read, 
with az everlaſting love.—( 2) for Jer. iii. 1, ſee Jer. xxxi. 3. 
P. 35, I. 15, for harken, read hearken. P. 36, I. 24, for uuto, 
read unto— I. 25, read, they were then and there ſo predeſtinated. 
P. 37, (t) for Rom. ix. 3, ſee Rom. v. 19. P. 38, I. 2, for 
1. e. in Adam, in a law ſenſe, and by nature in themſelves, &e. 
read, i. e. BY NATURE. P. 3, I. 17, for divout, read devout, 
P. 43, (av) ſee Rom. v. 19, as well as 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22, 
P. 58, (i) 1 Cor. i. 66, 1. 6, for attonement, read 
| N P. 68, ( 8) ) _ Rom. ix. 20, ſee "ms IX, 7 
1. () inftead o 6, ſee 4. (a] for 
Ras. I i. 8, ſee Iſa. 3 9—1 . Fc nl _ for Le 
read habitatioas. P. 55 (F) for Peay. xxvi. 29, ſee: Proy. 
xxix. 26. P. 96, (w) for 2 Cor. iv. i—5, ſee Gen. xx. 6. 
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